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ASSENT TO BILL.

Message from the Governor received and
read notifying assent to the Fremantle
Municipal Tramways and Eleetric Lighting
Act Amendment Bill.

ADJOURNMENT—ROYAYL: SHOW.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon. W.
J. George—Murray-Wellington) [10.2]: I
move—

That the House at its rising adjourn
until Twesday, 11th October, at 4.30 p.m

Question pnt and passed.

House adjourned ot 10.8 p.m.

Tegislative Council,

Tuesday, 11th October, 1921,
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The PRESIDENT toock the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and rtead prayers.

ASSENT TO BILLS.

Message from the Governor received and
read, notifying assent to the following
PBills:—

1, Fremantle Municipal Tramways and
Electric Lighting Act Amendment.

2, Fisheries Act Amendment.

QUESTION—EDUCATION COMMIS-
SION, COST.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM, with-
out notice, asked the Minister for Edueation:
Can the Minister state approximately what
was the cost of the Royal Commission on
Edueation?
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The MINISTER ¥FOR EDUCATION re-
plied: According to the Estimates, appar-
ently £580.

MOTION—EDUCATION COMMIS-
SION REFORT.

Hon. 8Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM
(North) [4.36): I move—

That in the opinion of this House the
report of the Royal Commigsion on Educa-
tion laid on the Table of the House is
unsatisfactory.

In moving this motion I wish it to be dis-
tinctly understood that I do so purely in the
interests of the publie, purely to bring the
subject before the publie so that the report
ean be really discussed. There will be no-
thing personal in my observations, and I
partieularly wish this remark to apply to
my good friend Dr. Saw, who was on the
Royal Commission. Although T intend to be
quite frank, I shall not, I hope, be in any
way personal. At the same time I do not
disguise from myself that Dr. Saw wiil have
the right of explanation and reply, of which
right I bave no doubt he will avail himself
fully, When making a few remarks on the
Address-in-reply I said that thers were four
points for hon. members aspecially to consider
when the report of the Edueation Commis-
ston wad laid on the Table of the House, and
that those four points were as follows: first,
the composition of the Royal Commission;
secondly, the class of witnesses called;
thirdly, whether the Commission’s reeom-
mendations should be adopted; fourthly,
whether, in the event of the recommenda-
tions being considered sufficiently good to be
adopted, the State could afford to adopt
them. I personally am one of those whe had
no cenfidence at all in the Commission as
congtituted, When I first saw Mr. Beard’s
name as chairman of the Commission, know-
ing that he held a high office in New South
Wales I felt that we gaired an advantage
in securing the services of a man of that
description, But when I leamnt, afterwards,
that Mr. Board was mtmmte])' cnnnected
with the development of a similar system of
education to that which we have in Western
Australia, T felt that it was impoasible for
him to be otherwise than prejudiced. Some
people said to me, ‘‘What iz the good of
Mr, Board? Weatern Australia has copied
the New South Wales system for years.’’

The Minigster for Eduecation: That has
been proved absolutely incorrect.

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Very
well. I was coming to that. However, in
the first place 1 was told that Mr, Board had
been conngeted with the New South Wales
system for years, and that therefore he would
naturally be prejudiced in favour of the
system here, which New South Wales had
copied. I mentioned this to a member of
the staff of our Education Department, who
replied, ‘‘No; New South Wales has copied
our system for years.’’ ‘‘Then,’’ I =aid,
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‘‘the same remark applics.’’ Mr. Board,
baving been mixed up with an eduncation
eystem similar to ours, was not the right
man to have on our Royal Commission, since
in condemning the system here he would be
condemping himself and a system which he
bad been advocating in another State for
many years. 1 look upon Mr. Board as a
tan unfit to be a member of such a Commis-
sion, He is an enthusiastic educationist,
and, to judge by his own remarks, he has
no practical ideas of how to educate young
men to do well for themselves. In the course
of a speech delivered by him at Parliament
House, when he was given a luncheon here, he
said that the object of education was not
merely to give children a certain amount of
knowledge with which to work their way
through the world, but that there was a far
higher aim—the setting wp in the young
people of more correct babits of thinking.
Mr, Board further said that if they could
establish such habits in the minds of young
children, then by the time the children
reached the age of 21 a great deal more
would have been done for them than by
giving them a certain amount of wuseful
knowledge in certain direetions. But I say
that a certain amount of useful knowledge
is the very thing a young man wants in order
that he may get on in the world. He should
not be crammed up with stoff until he is
21 years of age and then told to get out in
the world and get on. But that is Mr.
Board's idea. Mr. Board is a very academic
man, While no doubt he is very well up in
and thoroughly conversant with the class of
education that is earried on'in his own coun-
try, these remarks of his do not lead me to
regard him as a suitable man to tell us what
to do for the young in Western Australia.
I have obtained a few opinions held concern-
ing Mr. Board in his own country. I have
bere a jourpal called ‘‘ Education’’ which is
published in New South Wales, and which
is, naturally, favourable to Mr.  Board.
While speaking very well of him in some re-
spects, it says— .
The appointment of the Commission—
That is, the Western Australian Commission.
and the selection of Mr. Board immedi-
ately cauged in this State the question to
be asked, *What is the position of educa-
tion in New South Wales¥’’ It is borne
in on those engaged in education in New
South Wales, as well az many concerned
but not engaged im it, that there is much
to be done here at home, and that a sur-
vey of the New South Wales Department
of Education would be as beneficial to us
as we feel sure will be the survey of
Western Australian education to that
State.
Phus we find that Mr. Board is not without
ritics in his own eountry. After 27 years of ex-
enditure on education riging from epe million
o three millions, New Sonth Wales finds
hat its system of education is not altogether
aultless. To the foregoing quotation I can
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add apother from the same paper, headed
‘‘The System’s False Foundation.’’ The
article is a long one, and it econtaing the
following : —

The simple truth is that education is
impossible in our high sehools at the pres-
ent moment, They are institutions utilised
for the purpose of turning out clerks or
university . undergraduates, and schools
reckon themselves (and their rivals) good
or bad according as they are suceessful or
otherwise in effecting these two things:
the public does the same, and the depart-
ment does the—opposite, at least so it has
often been rumoured, but never believed.
The whole secondary situation is domin-
ated by a single idea, that of obtaining
‘‘results,”’ and this inevitably leads to
wholesale cramming, the igmoring of in-
dividuality, lack of sympathy, narrowness
in treating all subjects, dogmatic talking
at pupils, false magisterial dignity, the
creating of pernicious rivalries by systems
of rewards and punishments, inter-school
jealounsies, the emphagising of what ia ob-
jeetive, and the neglecting of what is sub-
jective or apiritual,

These are remarks made by the very people
amongst whom Mr. Board has been working,
and yet we bring him hera as an authority.
He may be an anthority, but it is aceording!
to articles such ns T have quoted that we
have to judge the value of the report sub-
mitted fo us, so far as that report is Mr.
Board’s. In the circumstances it ¢annot be
a matter of surprise that some of us are a
litile doubtful ns to the value of the veport.
In making thess remarks, as I said before,
I have no desire to give ulterance to any-
thing personal. However, when a man takes
up a public pogition, he must expect to be
eritieised. Then thers is our friend Dr, Saw,
Surely, if there is any one who is academieal,
it is Dr. 8aw. That hon. member was brought
up at a university, and is a very excellent
result of university education. Therefore he
must be, like Mr. Board, very academienl.
The result is that we have on that Commis-
sion two men of almost similar natures, The
third Commissioner was Mr. Pitehford,
whom we may describe as a practical rman.
At all events, Mr. Pitchford represented the
practical part of the community. He em-
ploys a large number of persons in the em-
porium over which he presides, and be is one
of thase who can say how the public edu-
cation is affecting those people who have to
carn their living in commercial circles in the
city. Had Mr. Board not been upon the
Commission, Dr. S8aw would have made an
excellent chairmawn, but in addition to Mr.
Pitehford, representing commercial interests,
we required a good man representing farm-
ing and pastoral interests and interests ont- .
gside of the towns; then the Commission
would have been effective in calling proper
evidence, When we have two men purely
academic and the third belonging to the city,
we find the country interests altogether ne-
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glected. As tor the class of witnesses
called—

Hon. J. Cornell: Were they called or did
they invite themselves?

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTENOQOM: I do
not know. Let us say, the class of witnesses
examined. With the exception of five or
gix, all of them belonged to the Education
Department. We find in the list of witnesses
names such as Miles, Robertson, Clubb, An-
drews, Rooney, Dr. Jull, Dr. Atkinson, Wil-
son, Simpson, Hamilton, and a number of
others, nearly all belonging to the Education
Department save half a dozen, smongst them
being Mr, Stewart and Mr. Underwood, I,
too, was there. But the Commission forgot
to eall the important people, people who
repregent large pastoral and farming inter-
ests, people who could have told the Commis-
#ion how the existing system of education is
affecting young people whom it is desired
should settle on the land. No witnesses were
called such as Mr. Lee 8Steere, who runs
30,000 or 40,000 sheep, or Mr. Frank Wiite-
noom, or Mr. Darlot, or Mr. C. Maley, or Mr.
Hedges. Why were men of that deseription
not e¢alled? Without their evidence, how
could the Commissioners know the results of
our education on bhoys who are going into
pastoral and farming pursnits?

Hon. J. E. Dodd: They all had en
opportunity to give evidence.

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENQOM: But
they were pot invited, whereas those be-
longing to the Edueation Department were
invited.

Hon. J. E. Dodd: They were all invited
through the Press.

Hon., Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: But
those men whom I have enumerated would
not give evidence unless they were asked
for it. We wanted apother Commissioner,
not an academic man, to invite that class
of evidence, The evidence given in con-
nection with the schools was excellent, most
comprehensive, but those other people who
could have given evidence of the results of
education on boys destined for couniry life
were not invited to attend.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Did you want evi-
dence on eurythmics?

Hon, Sir EDWARD WITTEXO0OM: That
it an excellent joke. We can talk about
that on the 2nd November.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Your date ia wrong.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Well,
it shows how little I kpow about horse
racing and gambling when I canpnot even
give the date of the Melbourne Cup. I
tendered some evidence, and a great deal
of it has been turned against me, was put
in such a way as to be almost offensive to
the people of New South Wales. T nmever
intended that. I bave here some of the
vewspaper headings used. Certainly they
are enough to offend anybody. Of course,
one cannot get a comprebenmsive report in
the nmewspapers. It is not to be expected.
But we find over my evidence such head-
lines as, ‘‘Political larriking,’’ ‘‘Disloyal-
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ists,”” ¢‘Failure in New South Wales.’
Here is another: ¢‘Wiftencom eays, n¢
thing buot larrikins and disloyalists am
bad politicians in another State.’’’ I dis
not say anything of the sort. What |
wished to imply was that the system o
education was not producing what we ha
hoped it would. I want to do justice t
myself and others. I was invited to giv
evidence. At the egame time I offered t
give evidence. The letters crossed eac!
other. Taking a great deal of interest i
the subject, I inteaded to put my view
before the public. When I arrived befor
the Commission the Chairman said, ‘W,
ghall be glad to hear any statements yo
care to put before the Commission.”’
explained that I took an interest in educa
tional questions and had prepared a state
ment., Then I proceeded to give my evi
dence ag follows:;—

My only object ie sigilar to your object
namely, to arrive at some system of educa
tion which will be mutually advantageou
to the individual and fo the State. Anm
criticism I offer has nothing to do with th
present system of teaching, with the books
or with the teachers. I criticise only tiu
policy and not the details. My objection i
that the State undertakes to teach to
much, and that the existing education sys
tem is too far-reaching and comprchensive
Te put it shortly, I question whether thi:
point iz not more a matter of Governmen
policy than one of educational adminis
tration. First, I consider that the Stat
education is carried out on wrong linea
Of courge I am referring entirely to Stats
education, not to anything else. I am of
opinion that the State system is educating
our young children beyond their opportuni
ties, and particularly that it bas a ten
dency to keep them in the towns rathe:
than encourage them to go into the coun
try. The land affords the greatest oppor
tunities for our young people, and is the
most healthy and moest important industr;
we have. I consider that the State efforts
ghould be confined to elementary, techni
cal, and agricultural teaching. The Moderr
School and secondary achools, including
high schools, shopld be abolished and the
money expended on them should be devoted
first to extending elementary education tc
all the young people outback, and mext tc
providing a good agricultural college o1
experimental farm, together with a first-
¢lass training college for teachers. That i:
the whole range which I consider the Btate
syvstem should embrace. For children whe
display extra ability, sebolarships and bur
saries should he liberally provided te
enable them to take advantage of the ex-
isting secondary schools. We have now
four good secondary schools, one of which,
namely, the Perth High Schoo), is unde
nominational; the others are the Christian
Brothers’ Coliege, the Guildford Grammar
Schoo), and the 8coteh College. Any of these
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schools affords an execellent education after
the elementary course, and in my opinion
does away with the necessity for Btate
schools of a similar kind, My opinion is
that every child should receive a good ele-
mentary education at the hands of the
State up to the age of 14, and I feel
very much inelined to favour an expression
of opinion made by the Minigter for Edu-
cation the other day, under the eircum-
stances which I have already mentioned,
that the age should be extended to 15, that
is, provided secondary education by the
State waz abolished. Under such a system
children, after deciding upon their future
career, could go into the country or attend
one of the four secondary schools, aecord-
" ing to the nature of the profession or
occupation they intend to follow. If a boy
took a three years’ course at a secondary
school after leaving the clementary course
he would complete it by the time he reached
the age of 17 or 18, and it would cost
him £60, provided his parents lived in the
eity.
We have heard a great deal about the cost
but when we remember that it costs 10s. a
week to educate s boy at a high school in
Perth, it iz seen that it is not very excessive.
The cost of educating 2 boy is not alte-
gether the school part. Onpe has to consider
the boy’s food, clothing, and pocket money.
Those are the expensive parts. 8o if you
keep a boy in Perth until he is 18, even
sending him to school free, all that you save
is 10s. a week. My evidence continued—
The keynote of the whole business is to
find out a youth’s inclinations after he has
passed through the elementary eourse, and
then to see that he devotes his time either
to training for the country, commereial,
seientifie, or professional life, which he has
determined to follow. These respresent my
views, stated as concisely as possible. To
. elaborate them a little, 1 repeat first of all
that no expense should be spared to extend
elementary education to those who are liv-
ing in the back parts of the country and
who are trying to piomeer and settle the
land. That to me is a fundamental prin-
ciple. If we are going to settle our black-
bloeks, and to induce people—as our Pre-
mier tries to do—to go to the farthest ount
ports and engage in farming, and I go
further and add also pastoral pursuits, we
must encourage these people by giving
them opportunities for securing a good
elementary education for their children. I
am prepared to admit that the elementary
education given by the State schools at
present is as good as was that given by a
secondary school in my young days. I
have three objections to the present sys-
tem. First of all it costs more money
than the State can afford. Secondly, it
aims to educate the young beyond their
opportunities, and, thirdly, that the results
are not commensurate with the cost. Deal-
ing with my first objection, it seems super-
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fluous to argue that a community of less
than 330,000 people should have to find
nearly half a million yearly for education.
I think the actual amount is £480,000 odd,
My reason for the second objection ia that
the effeet of continning education beyond
the elementary stage, by way of the Mod-
ern School, the bigh schools, and particu-
larly the continwation elasses, has a tend-
ency to keep the young of both sexes in
the towns and cities until their tdstes or
inclinations are so bound up in ity life
that they cannot be induced to leave it.
My reason for the third statement is that
there are no apparent results from this
extended education. Rarely do we find =
new name among members of Parliament,
and infrequently among professional men,
and where new names do oceur those who
possess them generally come from the aec-
ondary schools and not from the State
schools.  Whenever I have brought this
matter up in Parliament, the Minister has
always met me with the reply, ‘“Oh, we
have had no time io develop the system.
The system has not been in operation long
enough to enable us to develop it.’”’ In
my capacity as Minister for Education in
1895 I went to New South Wales. I do
not know whether you, Mr. Chairman, were
connected with the department then.

The Chairman: I was connected with
the department 50 years ago.

The Witness: 1 believe New South
Wales at that time was spending £800,000
a year on edueation.

The Chairman: Yes, that was about the
expenditure,

The Witness: I was astounded to find
that such was the case. My comment is
that nothwithstanding the extended period:
over which so large an expenditure bas
been spread, and notwithstanding that New
South Whales has a system of education
which, I suppese, is claimed to be almost
perfect, we find that at the present time
that State has a Parliament which no one
eould claim represents the best specimens
of educated men.

By the Chairman: Is that due to the
schools?—I think it is. This system of
education has beer in vogue for 20 years,
and surely we may look to find its results
reflected in the present Parliament. That
is my contention. I maintain that
neither in trainingy, nor expericnce, nor

. education, can the present members ot
that Parliament claim to be among the
Dhest edincoted wmen in the country. Again,
I am sorry lo have to say anything against
New Snuth Wales, but I am merely taking
that State as an instance,

That is what T said. I did not say all sorts
of dreadful things about New Sonth Wales,
but I was merely taking that State as an il-
lustration.
New South Wales has for a long time
had an unenviable reputation for larrikin-
ism, and recently we might almost say it
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hag acquired a reputation for disloyalty.
These are stromg grounds which go to
gshow that this expensive education, which
our Minister for Education considers is
absolutely necessary, has not produced the
results which we would all have desired.
White I contend that our expenditure on
education is very high—too high for a
State like this—I would be the last to
take exception to it if T could see com-
mensurate results. For those children who
show conspicuous ability, every effort
should be made to provide scholarships
and bursaries s¢ that they could be ad-
vanced by the secondary sehools.

T went on to say that many people think
manual labour is not respectable, but L
thought that it was as good as anything they
could do. These were my comsidered views
which I gave without having been asked any
questions. Afterwards I admit I said one or
two things which I did not mean to say.
These were dragged cut of me by excesaive
cross-examination, In faet, the cross-exam-
ination by Mr. Board and Dr. Saw was so
insistent and persistent, that it beeame ir-
ritating. I perhaps was then a little quick
in making my answers, when I said that one
could not have a worse Parliament than that
of New South Wales.
Board and Dr. Saw not as men to find out
the best they could, but as advocates for
their own cause. They were trying to make
me azy what T did not mean. What I intended
to imply was that these results had followed
in spite of an eduecation system of 27 years.
They wers not the results of the teaching, but
the results that came in spite of the 27 years
use of thess particular methods. Therefore,
in these circumstances, this might actuallE
follow in our own case, I am rather sorry
did say there could not be a wores Parlia-
ment than theirs, I should not have said
it but for the irritating cross-examination
which sought to make me say what I did
not mean to say. That was the only reason
why I said thesc things. Owing to the fact
that only portions of my remarks are re-
ferred to in the different mewspapers, it fol-
lows that some of my criticismmns may have
been looked upon as offensive in the other
Btates, One newspaper says:—

8ir Edward Wittenoom told a Western
Australian Connmiggion that the’ expensive
educational efforts of New South Wales,
judging by its Parliament and the lar-
rikinism and disloyalty prevalent in the
State, had been a failure.

Another newspaper says:

Giving evifence before a Royal Com-
mission on Edueation headed by Peter
Board, the same pgentlewman agrecably re-
marked that New Bouth Walea was the
home of larrikinism, disloyalty, and rotten
Parliaments.

1 did not say anything of the sort.
Hon. J. J. Holmes: Are thesc nowspapers
the result of educationt

I looked upon Mr. ’
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Hon. J. Cornell: They are in need of edu-
eation. )

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: An.
other newspaper has the headings ‘¢Poli-
ticians, larriking, disloyalists.”’ That would
make one think I wanted to say something
exceedingly offengive. As n matter of faet,
parts of my remarks were left out. Amnother
newspaper says:—

‘‘Western Australia could not have 8
worse Parliament, according to Ned Wit-
tenoom. No, not while Ned is in it any-
way.”’

Here i3 another newspaper:—

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Have them framed.

Hor. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: Tt
Bays:— -

Too much education, Sir Ned Witte-
noom reckons; send ’em out to work up-
country, when they're 14 or 80 to be sure,
To work for cheap labour cow-cockies, and
portly philanthropic pastoralists.

They would be lucky if they did re* on to
stations. No one asked them to work for
nothing. Another mewapaper says (and this
is all the eredit one gets for one’s sugges-
tions) :—

Such s statement as this coming from
Sir Edward Wittenoom is certain to apen
up & controversy. .. . . Even though the
pronouncement of the Knight is so ob-
vigugly influenced by political feeling.

What political feeling is there in the mat-
terf I am not actuated by any political
feeling. What I want to see is the best sys-
tem we can got for our own people. Then
the newspapers bring in a charge about
working men. I never said anything about
them,

Hon, (. F. Baxter:
that extract?

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
am not going to say. Then we have eriti-
cism by the Minister for Education in New
South Wales as follows—

‘‘Bir Edward,'’ he said, ‘‘belongs to
that type of Conservative who seems to re-
gard professions as the exclusive right of
the wealthy, and one who would rob the
talented children of parents unable to pay
for their education, of the opportunity to
develop their capacity to benefit the State
and themselves. .

Ag if T ever said anything of the kind or in-
tended to do 80! We know that onty 10 per
cent. of the people take advantage of see-
ondary education, and I am sure half ecan
afford to pay for it.

Fortunately, this State bas long since re-

fused to agree with him, or those who hold

his opinions. By our bursary system and
secondary education—
That is what I am advoeating.

—we are giving opportunity for the poor-

est boy in the State, if he has sufficient

brains, to be educated right to the thres-
hold of the University.

From what paper is
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That is where I will leave him. These are
ome of the remarks which have been made
'y those who do not think exactly as I do.

now have gome remarks that have been
1ade by those who do think as I do. Here
re some from a Western Australian school
eacher who ought to know something about
be matter. The letter as published is dated
he 17th July and is signed by ‘A country
:acher’’'—

““The produetion of eclerical scholars is
the central aim at present and every cor-
ner of the juvenile tatelleet iz ransacked
and every nerve strained to produce intel-
lectual green peas. (This, of course, will
be officialy denied and disproved, probably
on paper as usual.) Nevertheless it be-
gins with the selection, training, and pro-
motion of teachers, and ends in disappoint-
ment and disgust for every tortured, desk-
ridden pupil who is fitted by Nature for
anything else. Be it known that there are
such things as rural education and rural
educationalists, but they have never been
given a chance.'’
his is at the bottom of the whole thing—

The State should cater for its natijonal
needs, not for personal fanecies. How can
rural development be effected while every
school is a clerical hot-bed and every edn-
cational impuise propels towards the city?

1at is putting it in half a dozen worda.

The Minister for Education: Whose in-
rmation is that¥

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: It
es not matter. It iz from ‘‘A country
acher.”’ Here is arother newspaper on the
bject—

Giving evidence before a Westralian
Royal Commission, Edward Wittenoom
maintained that expenditure on State sec-
ondary schools is both impolitic and waste-
ful.
1at 18 not & conservitive paper.

‘“The money should be spent on back-
blocks schools, technical and agricultural
edueation. The State should not go be-
vond practical and elementary education.’’
Forther: ‘‘The expensive educational ef-
forts of N.S, Wales have been a failure.’’
That thess words have come to educational
axperts as the jarring thod and the siek-
aning jolt is only natural, because it is
juite unusual to speak definitely of actual
results of educational systems. It is not
lone. While the taxpayer does not expect
iny immediate profitable return for cash
spent on schools, he mostly has a vague
dea that the final though indirect benefits
shey bring must be s valuable as they are
‘ar-reaching. And as it would be almost
mpossible to follow each boy from school
yith a foot-rule and measure up the good
imd harm such a system really produces,
he idea remains vague. Someone tells us
hat ours is one of the finest systems in
‘he world. That is enough. He ought to
mow. We are content. Therefore, Wit-
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tencom is a disconcerting persom, to say
the least of him. To speak of educational
undertakings in the light of definite re-
sults is something we did not expect. But
to weigh us up and find those results mot
only poor but actually harmful—it is too
much! The desired results of eduecation,
of course, will always vary in detail with
nations, climates and creeds, but the gen-
eral object the average sensible com-
munity aims at weuld doubtless be to pro-
perly train citizens of thg mnecessary types
and in the required numbers to adequately
maintain and develop that community.
Some States may need more hairy Bolshe-
viks than farmers; some don’t. The thing
is that if a State can really decide what
types of ecitizen it needs its educational
objects can then emerge from the ahove-
mentioned haze and have a straightout
chance of success. To be candid with cur-
selves, a real educational programme based
on our own needs is a thing very hard to
find. N. 8, Wales, for its part, imported
a system—rather a tenth-rate one at the
time, by the way—and since it is always
eagier to import than to make our own, the
importing habit, in ideas ag well as in com-
modities, has kept on growing till now it
geems almost incurable.
I understand that Mr. Board represents that
gystem, and if he imported it then it must
have been a tenth rate one at the time.

The Minister for Education: Mr, Board
has made the system what it is. It is a
different system to-day from that which is
referred to as a tenth rate system at the time
it was imported.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: The
newspaper continues—

With our imported silk stockings, im-
ported clothes-pegs, imported politicians, we
have grown quite used to the imported
iden that the words ‘‘education’’ and
féuniversity’’ mean practically the same
thing. Se¢ that the good old worn-out
platitude, with last century’s cold porridge
frozen on its beard, came duly to hand as
expected in snswer to Mr. Wittenoom—
‘“Every boy and girl, rich or poor, mush
be given the same chance of reaching the
threskold of the University.’’ It is by thus
sidestepping the real gquestion that the
waste mostly oceurs. Thousands of chil.
dren are annually urged, coached, crammed,
examined and otherwise pushed on towards
the same old sacred Thresheld in the mis-
taken idea that they are being given some
vague ‘‘equal chances.’’ A larger per-
cenfage of them soon have to turn round
and do some real work which is in no wise
aided by their schooling. For them the
years when they might have heen learning
how to do that work and how to be happy
while doing it have been more or less
wasted through striving towards the Thres-
hold; and they become in desperation um-
skilled workers, unscientific farmers—un-
skilled anything—mediocre citizens at best,
attempting perbaps in after-life to acquire *
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the koowledge they badly need and with
which they should have started. Had this
knowledge been available at first, there
would have been little waste were 10 times
the present Education vote expended.
Without it, there is a fearsome waste not
only of the State’s money, but also of tho
individual’s effort and opportunity. Poli-
titions with a superficial knowledge of the
subject often believe that the correct way
to make an unsuccessful busginess change
magically to suceess is to pour more money
over it. ‘‘Technieal education is being de-
veloped’” is affirmed in defence. ‘‘In this
direction we spend £125,000 annually."’
S0 there! That is Wittenoom’s answer!
And next year let us spend £560,000, and
tho followiug year £5,000,000, and so on.
We shall then be almost perfect.

See how it works out. Take the ordin-
ary country school of (say) 400 boys and
girls. About 60 may pass the qualifying
eertificate examination each year, Pro-
bably 30 of them thereupon ‘‘leave
school.’” Goodness knows where they go
or what knowledge they take with them
with which to commence earning the elu-
sive crust, or even what ‘‘equal chances’’
they enjoy of getting on to the Threshold.
The other 30 begin their secondary educa-

" tion. Each year sees more dropping out—
some because they cannot stand the strain
of cramming, others becanse Dad needs
their help in keeping the family alive by
any old form of work—and joining the
other 30 in outer darkness. They just fade
away. If five or six scholars capture inter-
mediate certifieates the school is doing
well. And this is half way to the Thres-
hold. Buppose two or even three actually
get to the university—what of the 60 and
their ‘*equal chances’’? Does it not smell
suspicicusly like sacrificing 58 to benefit
the fortunate two? The remedy

Thig is the remedy suggested—
naturally is to spend more money,

That is what we are doing. We intend to

spend about £50,000 more this year than last
year,

have more schools, more teachers, and
in time get the whole school population on
to that Threshold. A few more High
Sechools will be neceded, some more special
jobs for more imported specialists, a few
more trips to America, and possibly the
Theshold may have to be enlarged. Then
shall we have more doctors than patients,
more lawyers than victims, more teachers
than tanght, more pulpits than pews, There
will be searcely any common folk at all,
except, perhaps, the man who sweeps the
Threshold, but that will not matter much,
for every one else at least will at last be
enjoying ‘‘equal chances.'’
These are the opiniong of a person in New
Sonth Walcs who ecannot be ealled conserva-
tive from any point of view, Let us refer
to the recommendations by the Royal Com-
mission. T must confess that I have read
them very carefully. T am prepared to say,

[COUNGCIL.]

however, that the recommendations all
through, until we come to those referring to
teebnical . education and agricoitural educa-
tion, are speh that any onc of them could
have been put forward by any inspector of
schools in Western Australia. There is not
a single recommendation that could not have
been brought forward by the inepectors
without the necessity for all this evidence
or for the Royal Commisgsion at all, In these
circomstances the report of the Comunission
does not rarry us any further, and it is not
surprising that the Commissioners cannot ad-
vanee anything new except to advoeate the
spending of money. There is not one single
instance where they show that we could do
better but they merely recommend the spend-
ing of more money. The Commission states
in the report—
The Commission eapnot suggest that any
necessary curtailment of Government ex-
penditure should be made by reducing the
expenditure on education, There is muech
that, in common with other Australian
States, Western Australia is not doing for
the education of its people. These steps
in further progress might be deferred in
view of the straitened finances, but the
Commission is strongly of opinion that it
would be a national blunder to curtail the
educational services that are now rend-
ered, or to make a reduction ir expeadi-
ture on public education, at a time when
every other country is realising that its
educational services must be extendeld.
Hero we are in Western Australia, not know-
ing where we can seeure money to pay for
the responsibilities confronting uas.  Every
year we have a recurring deficit and we can-
not meet our expenditure from the revenue
of the State. On top of that we have the
statement by the Commission that it cannot
suggest any necessary curtailment of Gov-
ernment expenditure on education. The Com-
migssion does not justify the expenditure in
the report presented to the House. The
Commission does not show any resulis to
warrant the continuance of this expendi-
ture. The Commission does mot point to
the number of boys who will go on the
land and do well but rather refers to the
educational facilitica of the cities They
certainly make some common sense Te-
marks regarding the number of young people
who are Iearning typing and sewing aand
other thingg, all of which will tend to keep
them in the towns. TFurther on, however,
there is a little bit of common eense in their
references to technical education and agri-
eultural education as well. At the risk of
being wearisome, I will read some of the
references to technical and agricnlteral edu-
cation.

Hon. A. Lovekin:
reading from#®

Hon, 8ir EDWARD WITTENCOM: I am
reading now from page 23. The report
states—

If the purpose of the Btate technical
achools ig to enable young people to qualify

What page are you
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for the skilled wmanual occupations by

which they earn their living, and thereby

give to the industries of the country the
skilled workers necessary for their develop-
ment and maintenance, the technical schools
are folfilling that purpose to the extent
of little more than ome-third of their
activities.

Let members think of that: to one-third of

their activities! The Commission also

states—

It is further presumed that when a teeh-
nical school is condueted either wholly or
mainly at the expense of the State, the in-
struction given is for the purpose of giv-
ing the young people certain technmical skill
and knowledge which are to be used by
them in earming their living, and by so
doing contribute to the progress and de-
velopment of the State.

Then we find there are & nomber who are
doing other work. This is a rather sensible
contribution,

The giving of free instruction for indus-

trial purposes is in accord with the State’s

poliecy of free technical education, and the

Commission advises that free instruction be

confined to that object, and that all other

students be required to pay the full cost

of instruction.
That is done in econnection with technieal
education. This paragraph which I have just
quoted is to some extent contradictory and,
in fact, throughout the report I find in the
latter portions more common sense is shown
than in the earlier parts. Coming to agri-
enltural education, members will admit that
this is o matter of the highest importance to
Western Australia. The Commission says—

The prosperity of the State is clearly
dependent on the use of the land, and on
every hand there is evidence that the in-
dusiries dépendent on the use of the land
are only in their infancy. Seeing that the
future of this State will largely depend on
the development of its agrieunlture, the need
for agricultural teaching is evem more
pressing than for any other form of tech-
nical edoeation,

Yet we find that Mr. Board advocated boys
continuing their education until 21 years of
age when they would have a well stored mind,
at which age they would have the right to
start to learn some useful ocenpation.

The Minister' for Edueation: Mr, Board
never said anything of the kind.

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: No, nothing of the
Jeind.

Hon, 8ir EDWARD WITTENQOM: Re-
porters are too aceurate to make mistakes
jn that direetion, After acknowledging the
toast and a0 on, Mr. Board is reported as
saying—

He believed the object of education was
not merely to give children a certain
amount of knowledge with whieh to work
their way through the world. There was a
far higger aim—the setting up in their
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young people of mere correct habits of
thipking, If they could establish in the
young folk by the time they reached the
age of 21 the habit of clear thinking, they
would have done a great deal more for
them than by giving them a certain amount
of useful knowledge in certain directioms.

There Mr. Board clearly refers to establish-
ing in the young folk, by the time they reach
the age of 21, the habit of clear thinking

Hon. A. J. H. Saw: Not in the speaker.

Hon. Bir EDWARD WITTENOQOM: Dr.
Saw need nct be personal.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: There
are other ways of replying than that.

The PRESBIDENT: Will the hon. member
kindly address the Chair?

Hon. 8ir EDWARD WITTENOOM: I
was, Sir, but I was not looking that way. I
repeat that agricultural edueation is more
important in the interests of Western Aus-
tralia than any other form of education at
the present time, and yet the report of Mr;
Board’s speech gives the views I have men-
tioned. On top of that, the Premier says he
has no money for the establishment of an
agricul{ural college. The Premicr says that
he cannot’ establish it at present. Yet the
State owns a nomber of trading concerns
which could be sold for £50,702 or £100,000
and from the proceeds the Premier could es-
tablish an agricultural college ard help to
carry out the policy he always advocntes of
putting people on the land., The Premier
says he cannot afford to do so. Why eannot
bo adopt that: course, which is in accordance
with his policy? At any rate the nuotations
I have placed before members appear to be
contradictory. I am speaking from my own
point of view, which Dr. Baw says is a very
narrow one. Naturally we cannot all possess
a magnificent breadth of view. To shew that
the first remarks I made were justified, and
that there was no way indicated of reducing
expenditure in connection with the education
system, we have a further reference on page

7 where the Commission states—

Whether the ecomomic conditions of
Western Australia call for the learning of
shorthand by such a large proportion of
the population, the Commission finds it

. difficuit to determine. Tt is, however, a

significant faet that while about 1,100

young people are learning a skilled trade

in technical schools, more than twice as
many are learning sherthand throughout
the State.

The Minister for Edureation: That is not
50,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM: If it
ia not #0, why is that statement here? I ecan
only go on what the report of the Commission
states. T cannot contradiet the Minigter., I
am certain that the Minister knows as much
ahont this matter as the Commission. T will
not contradict him,
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The PRESIDENT: I remind the hon,
member that he must address the Chair,

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTEXNQOM:
report continues—

Much as the industry of this State is cev-
tred upon the commercial enterprise, it is
scarcely eredible that an army of short-
hand writers is employed that needs re-
cruiting at the rate of nearly 2,000 a yeur.

The

I think T have econvineed hon. members
that the report of the Royal Commis-
sion is not of very much value, T can-

not understand any Minister acting upon it.
T will not read any more from it, because 1
think the members of the Commission have
convieted themselves. I argue that the re-
port has failed to show any way in which
the cxpenditure upon cdueation is justified,
hy demonstrating the .advantages that ex-
penditure has given to the yonng. If T am
wrong we shall hear where T am wrong
when members are speaking on this motion,
T shall be convineced if I am wrong. I cer-
tainly hope I am wrong. When I c¢ontem-
plate the position on the farms and stations
where the young men should be enceuragel
to go, what do T find? I am coemnnected with
five or aix commercial institutions in the
city and if we have positions carrying £50 or
£75 a year to fill, they are rnshed. Yet no
one is inclined to go out into the couniry.
My opposition te the present system is that it
over-educates boys beyond their opportuni-
ties. T am always met by the answer: ‘‘Look
what England is doing; look what some
other epuniry is doing.’’ On the other hand,
look what we are doing; look at the position
it New South Wales. When I referred to the
position in New South Wales. T was ridi-
culed. In that State, they have earried out
the policy for the longest period, namely
some 27 years. The reanit is not one which
Western Australia should be encouraged to
follow. Why should we follow the New South
Wales system so carefully and accept the re-
commendations of a man who must he
wedded to such a system? As to the ques-
tion of the poor, as we ecall them—I say
there are no poor people here—who require
higher education, there is no man who wants
his boy to enter a profession, who ecan-
not afford to pay 10s. a week to give
the 1ad an opportunity of passing through an
inatitution in three years, thus enabling him

to enter any profession. The Premier’s
policy i8 to try to settle people on
the land. The poley of the Education

Department is to keep people in the towns.
The department establishes’ high sehools in
eentrea of population throughout the eountry,
wherever there is a pieture show or amuse-
ments to keep the people, the result being
that the children will remain in the towns and
not go into the back country.

Hon. J. Cornell: And then they import
people to go on the land.

Hon. SBir EDWARD WITTENOOM: An
apgriculturnl college is the most important
need of the State in connection with educa-

[COUNCIL.]

tienal matters, and the Premier, unfortu-
nately, says that we cannot afford to estab-
lish one. At the same time we can
buy the hewer’s "mill, woodyards, saw-
miils, steamers, and a number of other
concerns,. In face of that, the Premier
states we ecannot afford to establish an
agrieultural college for hoys and the
proposition  to  that effeet is set aside.
T do not want anyone to run away with the
itea that I in any way under-rate high school
sceondary education, or university teaching
in its proper place. Tt i3 of no use giving
children this edueation if there are no open-
ings for them. We have a free University
which we should never have cstablished, be-
cause we cannot afferd it. The University
hag tin pot buildings and the Goverament
contribute to its upkeep £10,000 to £15,000
a vear. There are about 400 students ard
what ¢an be done with them? I ask mem-
bers to point to any farm or any commercial
house which is successfully run by a TUni-
vergity man. Any young person has the op-
portenity of going to the Adelaide, Melbourne
or Sydney University.

The PRESIDENT: TIf it is the pleasure
of the House that this debate be continued,
a motion to that effect will be necessary.

Resolved: That motions be continued.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENQCOM: To
sum it all up I am of opinion that the State
education should not be carried beyond the
elementary stage, that the higher edneation
should be provided by ineans of bursaries
and scholarships and that every inducement
shonld be offered to young fellows to go into
the country. I ean quite understand highly
educated men holding the view that it is a
great advantage to have a wide knowledge
and a fully stored brair, bnt if with these a
man has an empty pocket, he will never be
content. It is far better for a man to go
out into the country where he can earn a
good living, marry and Dbring up a family
and thus make for himself an opportunity
where he will be able to use his braina to
advantage, But that time does not permit,
I could instance a dozen men who, after re-
ceiving merely a primary edueation, have ac-
quired a thoroughly wide knowledge. If
those men had been sent to the University,
the probabilities are that they would not
have achicved anything for themselves.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
dcbate adjourned,

MOTION—WYNDITAM MEAT WORKS
AND STATE STEAMSHIP SERVIUE.
To inquire by Select Committee.
Hon. J. J. HOLMES (Nerth) [5.33]: T

move—

That a seleet committee be appointed to
inquire into and report on the administra-
tion and working of the Wyndham Meat
Works and the State Steamships, with
power to cali for peraonms and papers.
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I single ont these two great trading concerns
because they vitally affect the North province
which I represent. Any hon. member who
¢hooses to examine the balance sheets on the
Table will, I think, come to the conelusion
that these concerns shonid be inquired inte by
select committees of this House, by whom
some report or recommendation should be
made,

Hon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: The composition
of the committee, the number to comprise it
or whether I am appointed to it or not, con-
cerns me not at all, but 1 say as a taxpayer
of this country that the figures disclosed are,
to use a mild term, alarming, and it is time
something was dome. Strange to say the
two coneerns with which I propose to deal
had my support ecight years ago. At that
time my socialism began and ended with
monopolies. 'When a monopoly existed I
claimed that the State should step in. After
seven or eight years' experience of State
monopolies I can only say that from them
we get nothing but deficits, whereas a monopoly
in the hands of private enterprise does give
more equitable results. As I do not want to
pre-judge the question in case I might be on
the committee, I propose to confine my re-
marks to the figures set out in the balance
sheets and the auditor’s report thereon. 1
do not propose to sny that the Leader of the
House is responsible for the condition of af-
fairs which exists; I do not propose to say
that anybody in particular is responsible ex-
cept onc man whom I may have to mention
later on, the man who initiated the whole
scheme. Bad and all as the balance sheet
of the Wyndham Meat Works is, the Minis-
ter in charge of the House has had the cour-
teay to lay it on the Table in order that we
may peruse it. I thank the Minister for hav-
ing done so. It clearly shows that so far as
he i concerned, he has nothing to hide. It
was his duty to let Parliament know the
position and he has taken the first oppor-
tunity to do so. The baiance sheets dealing
with the trading concerns controlled by the
Minister for Works are also on the Table,
most of them being marked ‘fsubject to
audit.’’ The one important trading concern
the balance sheet of which is missing, is the
State Steamship Service, and its absence up-
sets any caleulations one might desire to
make regarding these concerns. Why is this
balance sheet withheld? I would like to
know. The balance sheet and profit and loss
aecount to the 30th June, 19820, is on the
Table, but the auditor’s report has been ex-
tracted therefrom. Why?

Hon, A. Sanderson: Why do you say ex-

tracted?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Beeause it is not
there.

Hon. A. Sanderson: It might never have
been there.

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I think the audi-
tor’s report is referred to in the balance
sheet as baving been dated the 17th Deeem-
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ber. While the Minister for Works can pro-
duce pro forma balance sheets for the im-
plement works and the sawmills, which con-
cerns have to take stock, the balance sheet
for the State Steamship Service which has no
stock to take but merely involves a question
of debits and credits, is not here. If for no
other reason a select committee should be
appointed to get to the bottom of the State
Steamship Service and the Wyndham Meat
Works, and I respectfully snggest to mem-
bers that it is their duty to deal with the
other trading comeerns similarly. I pro-
pose first of all to deal with the Wyndham
Meat Works, I have made an analysis from
the balance sheet of the position of affairs
at Wyndbam. Before the Treasurer deliv-
ered his financial statement I referred to the
capital expenditure at Wyndham as being
anythipg from three-quarters te a million of
money, but I find that according to hiz Bud-
get figures the amount is £1,245,852 193, 14.
The Minister for Education: That is not
eapitzl expenditure but working eapital.
Hon, J. J. HOLMES: I shall deal with
that. The amount iz made up as follows:
General Loan Fund, £881,114 4s 4d.;' Col-
onial Treasurer’s current banking aceount,
£311,022 1l1s.; Wyndham Savings Bank,
£4,149 13s. 8d.; sundry creditors, £27,027
1s. 11d.; and Colonial Treasurer’s loan eapi-
tal suspense account, £22,539 8s. 20. Now
what have we got for that million and a
quarter of money? We have buildings,
plant and machinery valued at £723,320 6s.
7d. The cost of these works, buildings, ete.,
includes interest while the works were under
construction, but no allowance has ever been
made for depreciation. Manufactured stock
in hand is valued at £171,677 18s. 4d.; op-
erating material on hand, £95,708 €s. 10d.;
cash on hand, £1206 7s.; sundry debtors,
£63,080 123. 6d.; expenditure in advance,
£3,480 74. 9d.; econatruction cxpenditure sus-
pense account, £608 7s. 2d.; cash in hand
at office, £30; at Wyndham, 8d.; making a
total of £1,060,425 6s. 10d. The difference
between the assets and the liabilities is
£185427 12s. 3d, made up as follows: loss
to the 31st December, 1919, £48,973 2s. 2d.;
loss to the 31st December, 1920, £136,454
10s. 1d. Here is a Government which eapnot
do anything for an agricultural college, but
whicli ean run meat works at Wyndham and
lose on one year’s operations £136,454, These
are not my figures; they arc the figures pro-
duced by the department. The works are not
operating this year and it is not proposed to
operate them, but the estimated loss 1ihis
year, according to the Treasurer’s figures, is
£07,020. The works, after operating for
two years and allowing for this year when
they are idle, will have incurred losses aggre-
gating £282,472 12s. 3d. Tbis I say is ap
alarming state of affairs and one that justi-
fies the attention of members of this House.
Hon. A. Lovekin: Does that take im
£70,000 advanced on capital?
Hon. J. J. HOLMES: No. Of the £97,020,
the pgreater proportion represents interest
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and the balance loss on manufactured atoek.
There was said to be in hand on the 3lst
December mapufactured stock valoed at

£177,000. Tbe loss of last year of
£136,454 is about £7 10s, per head of
the cattle they treated, the number

having been about 18,000. Coming back to
the figures I quoted, I have extracted what
I call liquid assets, that is, everything at
the works other than buildings, machinery,
etc., and, assuming the operating material is
what it is estimated to be worth, namely,
£95,000, aud manufactured stock £171,000,
sundry debtors, ete., as stated in the balance-
sheet, we get liquid assets £337,105 as against
a liability of one and a quarter millions.
That will leave the cost of the buildings and
machinery £723,320. Add the deficiency for
the two years, £185,427, and you get the
cost to 30th June, £905,747. Take the, total
liabilities as disclosed by the Premier at
£1,245,852, deduct the liquid assets as set
out in the balanee-sheet, £337,105, and you
get the fixed assets at £008,747, and if we add
the estimated loss this year of £97,030, we
get a total of £1,005,777 for buildings, ma-
chinery, etc. Suppose on the 30th June next
we realise upon all movable assets at Wynd-
ham, and assume that we realise the amount
put vpon them by the management, we get
standing at Wyndham, the works—no de-
preciation written off—interest charged dur-
ing construction, which the Auditor General
says is contrary to law, and we thus have a
monument which has cost the State
£1,005,779. It is suggested that the ‘‘Kan-
garoo,’’ when she makes her trip shortly to
Java, will have amongst her passengers the
Minister for Induostries (Mr. Scaddan). I
understand also that one of the ambassadors
of trade from Western Australia, who will
travel on the same vessel, will be a monu-
mental sculptor. T suggest with all serious-
uess that the vessel’s course be deviated to
Wyndham in order that that sculptor may
land there and design a suitable monument
for the Minister for Industries for what will
be digclosed at that place as the outcome of
one on his ventures. The question is, what is
to be donme with these works? That, I take
it, will be what the committee will inquire
into, and make recommendations. The
Augitor General, in hia report for the year
ended the 31st Deeember, 1919, says—

An amount of £49,750 is included in the
cost of the works as capitalised interest
during construction.

That interest should have become a debit to
revenune, but they have covered up their
tracks by eharging this to the Wyndham Meat
Works as interest in course of construction.
The Auditor General continues—

There is no statutory authority for charg-
ing this interest to loan money; on the con-
trary, intereat, under the law, is payable
from Consolidated Revenue.

He goes on to say—
The audit discloses vnder sundry debtors
that the amount of £1,118 was omitted.

[COUNCIL.)]

It is evident that somebody had goods to
that amount which were never charged. He
goes on—
A list of stores on hand at Wyndham was
produced, which T am informed represents
the result of actual stocktaking, but this
list was not certified to by the officer who
took stock,
Somebody sent down the list of stock and it
was not even signed. The Auditor General
adds—

The operating wmaterial on hand up to
the 31st December, 1919, there was worth
£62,787, made up of atores, £61,549, and
canteen £1,238,

All the stores and manufactured stock
would be handled up there, The Aud-
itor @eneral says that an officer was
sent from head office to take stoek, TFaney
sending an officer all the way from Perth to
Wyndham, when up there they have all that
paraphernalia with their general manager, a
sub-manager and a staff! I do not suppose
the officer could get to Wyndham and back
under three months, with the existing service.
If he desired to get back by the same steam-
er, he would have to carry out the andit while
the ‘‘Bambra’’ was proceeding to Port Dar-
win from Wyndham, otherwisze he would have
to wait for the return trip of the ‘' Bambra,’’
three months later. The figures given are the
result of stoektaking. The Auditor General
ays—

.The ecapital shown under general loan
funds inelndes £63,548 for capitalised in-
terest. Thig is a construction vote and
there is no legislative authority under which
a loan vote for construction purposes can
be charged with interest.

Referring to the stoeck on hand on the 31st
December, 1920, he says—
The amount is £53,377. This stock was
checked except £13,249, hides held by the

Government Stores on Wyndham Meat

Works account,

This ie a deal which T think the seleet com-
mittee should inquire into. I understand that
the Government were offered about £2 10s. for
each hide. It is said that those hides were
brought to Fremantle and that they were
salted and rolled and subsequently hung
up to dry. To-day, I am told, the value
of those hides is about 10s, each. If that is
correet, we have a loas there of £25,000. The
Auditor General goes on to say—

Operating material on hand, £95888 6s.
104d.

Then we have this astounding statement by
the Aunditor General—
No stores account was kept at head office,
nor, I understand, at Wyndham,
Just imagine stoeck on hand, £53.000, operat-
ing material on hand £95,000, and the
Auditor General says that there are no
stores account at the head office nor, he
understands, at Wyndham. He continunes
for the year ended 31st December, 1920—
No depreciation has been eharged to this
year’s accounts. The general mapager con-
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sidered that a satisfactory basis was not
available to unable a fair estimate of de-
preciation to be made and decided to defer
the question until such a basis could be
eompiled.
They are not operating this year. Vet the
staff are being paid. Surely they have time
to arrive at a basis of depreciation. But the
depreciation would increase the loss to some-
thing more appalling. They cannot arrive at
a basis of that depreciation, and thus they
evade their responsibility. Dealing with the
canteen the Auditor General says—-
The only check that could be made at head
office waa to see that the amounts in ecash
sheets from Wyndham were duly aec-
counted for.
Boiled down, it means that if a man sent
from Wyndham a sheet setting out that so
much money had been received, they would
see that that money was accounted for. If
he did not send down the cash sheet, he could
put the ecash in his pocket, and that would be
the end of it. It ecan mean nothing else.
The only check that ecould be made of the
canteen was to see that the amount in the
cash sheet sent frem Wyndham was duly
accounted for. The Auditor General says—
No details were supplied of the amounts
brought into the books at 31st December,
1920, whether in favour of the concern or
otherwise.
In another place the Anditor General ex-
plains that they sold bread and stores to
people in Wyndham. I judge from this that
no one knows whether payment was ever
made. I come to the cattle purchases of last
year and I find that 18,000 cattle were
bought at approximately £7 10s. a head. That
represented £134,513.  All the charges ex-
¢ept interest came 1o £104,434, making a total
of #£328944. Add interest £65,288 and
you pget -£384,230, Deduet from that—
sale of stores at Wyndham, £3,764, and
the sale of water £591, and miscel-
laneous receipts £31,247, and you get the
gross cost of those caitle at about £360,000.
The cattle were bought for £7 per head, and
£13 per head was spent in making them #i
for market. Dividing £360,000 by 18,000
head of caitle, one gets approximately a cost
of £20 per head for each animal treated at
the Wyndham Meat Works, The cost of
treatment at those works wag £13 per head—
£13 per head to prepare the cattle for ex-
port!

Hon. A. Sanderson: What price was ob-
tained for them?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: There was a loss of
£136,000 last year on 18,000 cattle. The
cattle could not realise anything like £20
per head; according to the balance sheet
they realised £12 10s.  These are not my
figures nor my comments. The flgures are
those contained in the balance sheets laid on
the Tables of the two Houses by the respee-
tive Ministers; the comments consist of ax-
tracts from the Auditor General’s report, T
do not wish to weary hon. members, but I
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think I have made out an ample ease for in-
quiry into the Wyndham Meat Works.

Hon. A. Sanderson: Hear, hear!

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: I do not care whether
I am on the gelect commitiee or not; I prefer
not to be on it. I should like to see members
of all parties here-—I believe there are parties
in this House—represented on the committee,
My one desire is to get at the bottom of these
thinge, and arrive at some solution of the
difficulties, With those remarks I shall leave
the Wyndham Meat Works, and deal briefly
with the State Steamahip SBervice. We are
in & maze with regard to the State trading
concerns, I do not think, however, that any-
body is in a greater maze regarding them
than is the Treasurer himself. Just let me
read from the Budget Speech a3 reported in
the Press—

The revenue from State trading concerns
last year was £187,342., 1 estimate a rev-
enve of £184,701 from this source for the
year 1921.28. Tn these concerns we have
invested £2,125,631. It iz an enormous

sum. The Wyndham Meat Works cost
£1,208,808., This is a particularly expen-
sive item. It shows for the year a very

considerable loss, and at the pregent time,

of course, is ¢losed down.

That is about all we get from the Treasurer
in his Budget Speech with regard to the
BState trading comcerns. He asays that those
concerns paid into Consclidated Revenue a
sum of £187,342 Quring the year. Now, that
is grossly misleading, unintentionally mis-
leading, I believe; I do not think the Pre-
mier understands the pesition. Analysing the
Treasury figures, one finds that the other de-
partments raised (ebits of £187,342 agninst
these various State trading concerns, and that
the Treasury gave the State trading concerns
credit for that amount, And yet the Pre-
mier tells us that the State trading concerns
paid that amount into revenue! As a matter
of faet, an analysis of the Treasury figures
shows that .the Treasury financed these con-
cerns last year to the extent of about
£550,000. Now, deducting £187,000 from that
amount, we find that the Treasury financed
the State trading concerns to the extent of
approximately £370,000 net last year. Why
should they bave been financed? We have
not been buying any new State trading con-
cerns. We know that £136,000 has gone out
in the Wyndham Meat Works. But where
has the other £234,000 gone? That remains
to be seen.

Hon, T. Moore: What about the Railway
Dopartment?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The figures of the
Railway Department do not enter into this
consideration at all. T am dealing only with
the State trading concerns. Railways come
under the head of public vtilities. We have
had so many conflicting statements with re-
gard to those concerns that one does not know
where they atand. Only recently the Treas-
urer said that the State trading concerns
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were a nightmare to him, Stil} more recently,
in the couree of his Budget Speech, he said
that those coneerms had paid into Consoli-
dated Revenue for the year a sum of £187,000,
At a later stage still, the Treasurer said the
trading concerns were not a worry to him at
all, that it was the public utilities that were
the trouble. Moreover the Treasurer stated
that the trading concerns had paid £7,700 in
all into Consclidated Revenue. Then we have
the Leader of this House saying that that
was a mistake,

The Minister for Education: I did not say
anything of the kind.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: The hon. gentleman
said the amount in question was refund of
eapital and not revenue. Be that is it may,
the fact remains that the Treasurer has told
the publie, in his Budget Speech, that the
State trading concerns last year paid into
Congolidated Revenue a sum of £187,000. As
a matter of fact, the Treasury had to finance
the State trading concerns to the extent of
abont £350,000 or £370,000. I hope all these
matters will form the subject of inquiry. The
profit and loss acecounts of the whole of the
State trading comcerns—excluding the State
Steamship Service, which we cannot get—
show that the concerns which did pay made
lagt year total profits of £40,480 11s. 7d.,
and that those concerns which did not pay
made logses totalling £138,169 17s. 7d. That
is a shortage of £98,000 for the year, irre-
spective of the State Steamship Service, We
know that the ‘‘Kangaroo,”’ which was the
big money earning concern of the lot, has
done praetically nothing for the last 12
months, I think she was tied up in London
for a long time, and then ghe tried to get a
charter, but had to come out in ballast, She
has been over two months coming out; she
arrived yesterday.

Hon. J. Duffell: She met with an accident
on the way out.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: That does not affect
the argument, T understand she took 27
days to come from Cape Town te Fremantle.
However, that is only by the way.

Hon, J. Duffell: She had only one tail
shaft.

The PRESIDENT: Order!

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Irrespective of the
State Steamship Service, the State trading
coricerns show a lose of approximately
£98,000 for last year. I am much concerned
as to what the production of the balance
sheet of the State Steamship Serviee will

disclose. Hence my views as to the neces-
sity for an investigation of all these
concerne, As regards the State Steamship

Service, we want to get full particulars.
What doea the fleet consist oft The ‘‘Kan-
garoo’’ and the ‘“‘Eucla,’’ I think. Who
owns the ‘*Bambra’’ft Are we paying any-
thing for the ‘‘Bambra’’t I she likely to
be taker away at any time? What is the
eapital cost of the shipst Generally as to
the capital cost of the State trading con-
cerns, or the money invested in them, 1
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should like to have something to tay. As
regards the various deportmenis of the
State, there is a schedule attached to the
Estimates of Revenue and Expenditure
which is a credit to everybody associated
with it. If one looks at that schedule, one
can get all the information that it is neces-
sary to have. I do not know who is respon-
gible for the production of the schedule in
question, but whoever is responsible deserves
to be complimented, because the information
given i3 as complete as it can possibly be.
But when we come to the Estimates of Rev-
enue and Expenditure relative to the State
trading concerns, there is no schedule, no
addendum; there is silence, We do not know
what has been invested in the State trading
concerns, and we do not know what has been
lost in them. Surely that is information we
should have. If it can be compiled for all the
other great earning and spending departments
—the Railway Department, for instance—
surely it can be supplied for these eight State
trading concerns. Imcluded in the estimated
expenditure for the State trading concerns
this year there was an amount of £75,000 for
tke Wyndham Meat Works. We all know
what that is for. This figure docs not enter
into the caleulations I previously submitted.
It is for purchase of cattle. But to state the
natter in that way, as expenditure, is en-
tirely misleading. The figure does not repre-
sent expenditure at all, but an advance to
the cattle owners.

The Minister for Education: The money
has to be provided,

Hon. J. J. HOLLMES: As regards the eapi-
tal cost of the whole of the trading comeerns,
T urge the leader of the House to obtain a
schedule giving that information in respect
of each of these State trading concerns, and
the cost of working as well. I inquired at
the Treasury yesterday whether %his infor-
mation was available, adding that T did not
desire to be furmished with anything I waa
not entitled to obtain, I said that, if meces-
sary, 1 would ask for the information in
Parliament. I was told that the Premier had
a schedule givieg this information, and that
probabiy if I asked him for it he would let
me have it. However, I did not want to
worry the Premier. I now make the request
to-the Leader of this House. That schedule,
I believe, deals with all the State trading
concerns, Reverting to the State Steamship
Service, apart from capital cost there is the
question of the present value of the ships.
Take the ‘‘EKangarco,’ for instance. Some
little time ago we were told that the Govern-
ment had an offer of something over a quar-
ter of a million sterling for the ‘‘Kan-
garoo.’’ That offer was refused,

Hon. A. Sanderson. Refused by whom?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: By the Government,

Hon. A, Sandersen: By the Minister, or
by Cabinet?

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: T do not know.
However, the fact remains that ships have
depreciated in value very considerably dur-
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ing the last 12 or 18 months. In proof of
that, let me quote from the London
‘“Pimes,’” which surely should be an author-
ity on the value of ships and their deprecia-
tion. So recently as the 25th August of this
year the ‘‘Times’’ stated that eight cargo
ateamers, good ships, purchased only about a
year or 18 months prior to the date of sale,
at a cost of some £1,450,000, had been sold
on the 24th August last for £266,150, the
trensaction showing a loss of £1,183,350.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Before tea 1 was
dealing with the present eapital value of the
State steamers, and to the sale of eight cargo
steamers at a loss of £1,183,350. The
steamers were of from 6,000 to 9,000 tons.
The- oldest appears to have been built in
1906 and the newest in 1919. Six were
classed Al at Lloyd’s and two slightly below
that. Those steamers cost approximately 1%
millions in February of last year. They
were 80ld in August of this year for £266,151
or about one-sixth of what they cost, This
is what the *‘Times’’ said—

An auction sale of eight cargo steamers
by the Baltic Exchange yesterday, of
which full particulars are given below, was
invested with esceptional interest. In the
first place the sale was a large one and
unique in the history of shipping because,
as the auctioneer declared, it is believed
that never before have as many as eight
steamers been offered on ome occasion with-
out reserve. The sale, too, was not withont
its melancholy intercst, for only in Febro-
ary of last year had the eight steamers
bheen bought by the Western Countics
Bhipping Company for £1,450,000. Encour-
aged by the earnings of the war period the
public were induced to subscribe shares in
the newly formed Western Counties Com-
pany. A heavy fall in freights oceurred,
difficulties arose in eonncetion with the
management of the company and yesterday
the ships were offered by instructions of
the mortgagee, and were sold for £266,150,
Tepresenting a total  depreciation of
£1,183,850 within the short period of 18
months. Most of the money has come out
of the pockets of the public, a fact which
serves to illustrate the speculative char-
acter of cargo steamship earnings and the
need for eonsiderable caution in the selec-
tion of shipping investments.

That is a very pertinent article and should
-eause Ministers to reflect as to the State
8teamship Service. Now we have the ‘“Kan-
" garoo’’ back in a Western Awstralian port.
We were given to understand that she was
being brought back in ballast 16,000 miles
for service on the Nortb-West coast, and to
oper up trade with the far East. Imagine
my surprise this morning when, on picking
up the °'West Australian,’’ I found the

‘‘Kapgaroo'’ advertised for Java ports and

Stngapore. Inquiry at the State steamship

niz

office elicited the faet that they are not tak-
ing cargo to North-West ports. I do not
know why. Presumably investigation will
disclose that the ship is too big for our
North-West ports, is unsuvitable for the
trade. If that is so, it should have been
discovered when she was 18,000 miles away
and could there have been sold, or utilised
in a trade for which she wasa suitable, Also
I understand that there is no passenger ae-
commodation available. However, we do
know that in order to get freight for Singa-
pore the brilliant idea oceurred to somebody
that if she could carry flour at 403. per ton,
Western Australia would get all the flour
trade for the far East. Hon. members must
know that the Commonwealth steamers have
been carrying flour to the far East at 50s,
per ton. Now what hesa happenedt  The
Commonwealth steamers have immediately
reduced their freight to 405, In other words,
they have been forced down to that price.
Yet we are going to send delegates to the
Eastern States to confer with the Commeon-
wealth as to the ill effects of Federation on
Western Australia; we are going to plead
for mercy. Are we not entitled to be told
that if we can run steamers at 25 per cent.
less than the Commonweslth can run them,
we are quite able to look after our own
affairsy That and many other things which
I could mention is what we shall be told if
we go to the conference. We force down
the freights charged by the Commonwealth
line of steamers, and then we propase to send
ambassadora to the East for help. Apgain,
while the ‘‘Kangaroo’’ is not to eall at
North-West ports, we learn that the Minister
for Industries has been specially invited to
Singapore. I wonder why?t

Hon. A. Banderson: Invited by whom?

Hon, J. J. HOLMES: By the Straita
Settlement Government. Why has one Min-
ister been singled out? ‘The only conclusion
1 can come to is that the fame of the Minis-
ter for Industries has spread, and the Straita
Settlement Government say, ‘“This is the |
man who started all those trading concerns,
the man who has brought the *‘EKangaroo?’’
16,000 miles in ballast in order to carry flour
at a lower freight than the Commonwealth
kag been charging.’’

Hon. J. Duffell: A sort of show man.

Hon. J. J. HOLMES: Why should the
Minister for Industries have been specially
invited to go to Singapore on this ambassa-
dorial trip unless it be that his fame has
spread abroad and in consequence they are
anxious to have a look at him? Before con-
eluding I must refer to what figures we have
in connection with the State steamers. I
offer no apology, because the matter is im-
portant. Aeceording to the balance-sheet as
at the 30th June, 1920—the balance-sheet for
1921 is missing—the eapital value of the
State steamers was £188,340 12s. During
last year £24,563 Ts. 3d. was apent on capital
account. But we did not buy any new steam-
ers during that period. Where and how was
this money spent? Presumably in repairs.
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If so, that amount should have been ddebited
to profit and loss accotint as expenses. Yet
here we have the amazing statement that
£24,563 was added to the capital aecount.
Another point: the TPreasury figures to the
3Uth June, 1921, isclose that the Treasury
Achited the State steamers for the year with
£302.0658 and zredited them with £275,743.
The Treasury paid out on account of the
steamers last year £116,713 wore than they
received, Why did the Treasury finanee the
steamers?  We shall see, if this committec
be appointed and we get the tigures we should
bave mow., T referredd to the London
“Times’’ for a partivular reason. It has
heen stated, and not contradicted, that there
was an offer of a quarter of a million for
the ** Kangaroo,”” whivh was not aceepted.

Hon, A. Sanderson: On what date was
that?

Hon, T, J. HOLMES: That is what I am
after. For the time being, I shall content
myzelf with saying that the Treasury financed
the State steamers to the cxtent of £116,715
last year. Recently it wns announced that
the Government were going to build three
new steamers. Appearing in the items of the
balance-gheet as at 30th June, 1920, is an
asset of €173 d4s, 44, as steamera’ building
capital, That amount, apparently, has been
spent investigating the possibility of buying
or building new ships, and it has been taken
in as an asset! 1 have referred to the suita-
bility of the ‘‘Kangaroo’’ for the North-
West trade. I do not want to pre-judge
her smitability, but the advertisement in
the ““West Australian’’ this morning is
significant of what many think, namely,
that she is utterly unsuited to that trade.
The points for the Committee to consider are
these: Can the State Steamship service and
the Wyndham Mcat Works bhe profitably em-
ployed; are either of these enterprises bene-
ficial or likely to assist in the development
of the great north of the State? These are
matters which the Committee might well deal
with, They wonld he justified in deing so if
only to enlighten the Treasury. Let me re-
peat. The (lolonial Treasnrer pointed out in
his Budget that £187,342 was received from
the trading concerns last vear, The position
iz that the Government departments had
raised debits to the oxtent of £187,342
against these trading concerns for which the
Treasury gave them credit for services ren-
dered.  After altowing tor this £187,000 the
Treasory advanced to those coneerns  an
amount of £350,000 last year, and mno
rew trading coneerns were established,
I vcould have read extracts from ths
Auditor General’s report which would
he very interesting and instruetive, but
T do not wish to undoly delay the
House, T offer no apology for having kept
the House as long as T have. These are
matters of great imuvortance to the State. At
the best of times figures nre very dry, and
it is difficult to connect them up. 1 hope mem-
bers have been able to grasp what T have
been driving at. The duty of the Committee
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will not be to ecast blame on the past, for
the past has gone beyond revall. The duty o,
the Committee will be to see what can be
done to rectify and remedy the appulling con-
dition of affairs in conneetion with these two
trading concerns, 1 (o not want to hurry
things, but T do urge upon the Honwp thut it
this Committee iz to he appointed it should
e appointed almost at once. Tt ix :uid that
in addition to the Minister, the munuger of
the State Steamship Serviee, ix poing  to
Bingapore, Tt is essential, therefore, that we
should have his evidence bhefore he leuves,
a5 it will be very important. Whother T am
appointed as a member of that Committes or
not, is immaterial to me. I shonld much
prefer to take up some of the other
trading concerns and deal with thew if it was
thought I was biassed in connection with
these two concerns. Seven or eight vears ago
T was in favour of these concerns, hut T have
told the House why T have altered my opinion.
T compliment myself that T have an
opinion to alter. I should personally like
to see Mr. Miles take my plaee on the
committee, and would like to have a
business man and a member of the Official
Labour Party also conmected with the
committee. I would suggest either Mr.
Miles or myself, Mr. Lovekin and Mr,
Hickey. I do not want any biasged report.
What I desire to do is to get at the facts
and see what can be done to rectify this con-
dition of affairs, I thank the House for hav-
ing listened attentively to my remarks, and
have pleasure in moving the motion standing
in my name.

Hon. A. SANDERSON (Metropolitan-
Suburban) [7.50]: T second the motion,
I hope it will be carried without any ad-
journment. I can see no necessity, after
the clear statement we have bad, for ad-
journing the discussion. The mover has
made out a prima-facie ease, and in some
respects has been too moderate. T objeet to
his proposal that the past should be_buried.
It is only by clearly tracing the past step
by step, finding out how the Wyndham Meat
Works and the State Steamship Service came
into existenee and what -they have been do-
ing during the last few years, that we and
other members of the community can get at
a sound ground for dealing with the matter.
It ia shoeking to hear that My. Holmes was
in favour of the State Steamship Service
and the Wyndham Meat Works proposal.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: That was cight years
ago.

Hon., A. SANDERSON: Even that ia
shocking to me, but he has explained why he
hag changed his opinion and we had better
say no more about it. T hope Mr. Holmes
will he appointed to the committee, and that
he and his colleagues will put up a state.
ment of the position so that we can see
clearly what it is. Certain dates are required,
and we want to know the persons responsible
for the position in which we find ourselves,
T pricked up my ears when the hon. member
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told us that there had heen a definite offer
made for the purchase of this steamer, L
asked for the date on which this had been
made, Lut he said the committee would find
that out. [ also asked him to whom the offer
had been made, whether it was to a Minister
or to Cabinet as a2 whole, | suggest that
when the committee heging work it should
cndeavour to find out whether the offer was
made to an individual Minister who rejected
it, or whether it wsas brought hefore
Cabinet. I wish to emphasise the import-
ance of dealing with this question without
any adjournment so that the select com-
mittee may he appointed and get to work
as quickly as possible,

Hon, J. W. HICKEY (Central) [7.55]: I
appreciate the motion heeanse of the reasons
whieh have been put forward by the Govern-
ment and others for the poliey in connection
with the Wyndham Meat Works, Whilst I
do not altogether agree with Mr. Holmes in
many of his arguments, I welcome his mo-
tion for the appointment of this committee.
Conflicting opinions have betn given about
the Wyndham Meat Works and as to the
reason for their being closed down. Mr.
Holmes, who was one of the greatest adve-
cates of these works, has to-night moved for
the appointment of a committee to inquire
into the various ramifications of these works.
He has rather twisted on his old ideas, but
has given his reasons for so doing. There
are other people who hold views about the
matter and lhave also twisted. I have had a
rather unique opportunity of knowing some-
thing about these works. I trust the ap-
pointment of a selecl committee will eventu-
ally give people o chance of ventilating their
grievances upon this qnestion. It is said that
certein people are responsible for what ob-
taina at Wyndham. Other people have said
that trade unionists und those who represent
labour organisations are responsible for the
cloging down of the works. At all events,
the committee will find out where the re-
spongibility lies. I hope as a result of the
inquiry, these works will be rec-opencd. 1
have no intention at this juneture of making
any attempt to go intv the position regard-
ing the works, more especially as I have been
mentioned as a possible member of the select
committee. T frust that as a result of the
motion, we shall soon find nut what the
position really is at the works,

Hon. J. W. KIRWAXN (South) [7.59]: X
underatand the anxiety of certain members
regarding the motion when they say it is
desirable to bury the past. 1 have watched
the progress of the Wyndham Meat
Works with a considerable amount of
interest. T was the sole member in
either House who opposed the establish-
ment of these works. The member who
was strongest in support of those works,
ag Mr. Holmes has explained, was himself.
It will be remembered that the proposal to
establish these works was introduced bx the
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‘on bringing the motion forward.
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Scaddan Government. 1 supported that Gov-
ernment in a large number of their measures,
but one to which I offered as strong
oppesition as I could, was this particu-
lar proposal. T should like to read a
sentence of a rather lengthy speech I
made on the oceasion when this matter
first came befere the Honse, beecanse
of its particular applicition to the speeial
peint at which we have arrived now. T do
not wish to go into all the details of what
T said, bat merely to quote from ¢ Hansard’’
a few lines of my speech, I was referring
partienlarly to the support that had heen
offcred by Mr. Holmes and others in this
House who had always been very strong in
their opposition to socialistic measures. I
said—

Presently the scheme which private en-
terprises will not tomeh and which is cer-
tain to prove a failure, will result in loss
to the Government, and then these mem-
bhers will sing a very different tume and
the Qovernment will be left to withdraw
ont of their difficulty as best they can.

I hope when the propesal now hefore
the House is ecarried, as T trust it
will be, the. committee will ineclude

Mr. Holmes who was so strenuous in con-
tineally urging the Scaddan Government to
incur this expenditare, Upon him more than
any other member of either House, rests the
responsibility of endeavouring to clear up
the mesg as best he can. To my mind it ia
absolutcly impossible for the Government to
control from Perth any enterprise such as
the freezing works at Wyndham. The dis-
tance from Wpyndham to Perth, so far as
the difficultics of communieation arc econ-
cerned, is practieally as far as from Perth
to London. What would be thought of the
Government here if they endeavonred to con-
trol some bhusiness in London? Communiea-
tion is quicker nnd it is casier to earry on
a husiness in London from Perth than is the

"ease where a business at Wyndham is con-

cerned. It is an nlmost impossible venture
for the Government to undertake. From
what Mr. Holmes has said to-night, and from
what I can learn about the project, I com-
sider the hest thing for the Government teo
do is to cut their loss and get rid of the
works as quickly as they can,

Hon. .J. EWTNG (South-West) [81]: I
do not intendl te delay the House long in
debating this question. T agree with what
Mr. Holmes has said and congiatulate him
T have
been waiting for some considerable time to
see whether the Government intended mov-
ing in this direetion. It was said that the
Premier had ade up his mind to introduce
legislation in another plaee which would give

~ the Government the opportunity, which they

vould avail themselves of, to get rid of State
trading concerns as soon as possible. If that
bad been done. it would not have heen neces-
sary for Mr. Holmes to move his motion to-
night. We have heard a good denl about
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people who change their minds, and Mr.
Holmes has confessed that the opinions he
held three or four years agoe are not the
apinions he holds to-day. There are plenty of
people who have held views in opposition to
the State trading concerns. In making an
jnvestigation such as that suggested by Mr,
Holmes, I take it that it would be necessary
to have an inquiry as to the initiation of
these schemes. Let us, ags Mr. Sanderson
said, investigate the matter from A to Z.
The policy of those in power, when the meat
works were established, was presumably the
policy of the people of the State, secing that
the people themselves put the Government in
power. We want to see what the result of
that policy has been and the committee
should let us knmow everything regarding
these State trading concerns. It does mot
matter a rap to me whether State trading
concerng are paying or not. If the sugges-
tions put forward by Mr. Holmes wero
adopted, and each State tradipg concern was
investigated in turn, we would then sec what
the position of each really was. I have no
doubt that some of them, such as the State
Bawmills, would be shown to be paying con-
cerns, I think there are some which are
paying. The - investigations of the select
committee might disclose—I am satisfied that
on the figures quoted by Mr. Holmes the
investigations will show a disastrous state
of affairs and a sad loss to the people com-
cerning this particular trading concern~—that
some of the concerns, such as the State Saw-
mills and the State Implement Works, may
be paying. If this committee shows that a
Joss has been made in connection with the
meat works and another select committee,
investigating another trading concern, demon-
sirates that that particular concern has been
paying, that faet will not affect the posi-
tion one jot. I have always spoken in op-
position to these State trading concerns. It
matters not to me what the result of thiw
inquiry may be. T have fought the State
trading concerns all along the lme and fought
them to the last ditch. We have no right
whatever to invest the money of the peopla
in opposition to those who desire to develop
the industries of the State. That being the
case, I support the motion and I am prepared
to urge the Government to cut their loss
and get rid of these trading concerns, whether
they are paying or not. I krow from my
own experience in business matters, how ser-
ious is the oppoaition of these trading con-
cerns. I know people to-day who cannot get
through if they are to have opposition such
as that of the State Implement Works. I
do not know whether those works are paying,
but I do not think they have been an advan-
tage to the farmers of Western Australia.
On the contrary, I think they have been a
great disadvantage. They are a very serious
nienace to those carrying on similar industry
in this State, making it almost impossible
for them to continue operations. What is
the position when applied to that industry
to-day, may apply to me to-morrow, and I
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am not prepared to urge people to invest
money in” Western Australia in the face of
such opposition. I congratulate Mr. Holmes
on his clear and lucid statement, and I think
the Minister must recognise that the House
will endorse the proposal almost unanimously.
In view of what Mr. Holmes said regarding
the proposed trip to Java, and the contem-
plated absence of the manager of the State
Steamship Service, T trust the Minister will
realise that the House will desire to have
the evidence of that officer. It will be neces-
sary to have this cvidemce and, though I
presume the Miniater will probably move the
adjournment of the debate, I trust he will
give members an early opportunity of arriv-
ing at a decision, which, he will see, will be
practically unanimeuns.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOQM
(North) [8.6]: My only reason for taking
vp time in discussing this motion is that I
recently had an opportunity of visiting
Wyndham and travelling by one of the State
steamers. I am in aeccord with what Mr.,
Holmes said in bringing forward this motion.
I had a splendid opportunity during the two
days I was at Wyndham of thoroughly exam-
ining the meat works. I went into the whole
question and met one or two of the largest
suppliers of cattle and beef. I heard their
views and I am quite confident that it would
be in the interests of the country if the meat
works were sold even for half-a-crown, so
long as whoever took over the works, took
over the Government’s liabilities as well. T
strongly recommend the Govermment to get
rid of them. I dare say that some combina-
tion or company will he found to take
over the works and thvws save the Govern-
ment expense and logs. If the Government
cut their loss, it would be echeaper in the end.
I was in favour of the State Steamship Ser-
vice at one time because when the Govern-
ment decided to establish the service it was
a question of clearing out private enterprise
or the Government clearing out, There was
no reom for both. The Government indicated
that they intended to establish a complete
service which would meet all the requirements
of the eoast. On the contrary, however,
nothing has been done. The Government
have one ship running to-day. While the
vessel is comfortable to travel in, she is
hardly suitable for the coast. If anything
went wrong with her the Government would
be in difficultics at once. In the circum-
stances, T am in accord with the remarka
which have been made regarding these in-
dustrial concerns, The Government should
not indulge in them at all, not because they
may be successful or may not be suceessful,
but because they stop private enterprise from
coming into the country.

Hon. J. W, Kirwan: T think this was the

only industrial eoncern the hor. member sup-
ported.

Hon. Sir EDWARD WITTENOOM:
I supported it Decause the Govern-
ment said they intended to ecarry om
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the work and it was no use opposi-
tion being maintained, if the Government
intended to compete along the coast. The
Government assured us that they would make
the shipping business eomplete and, as it was
to the advantage of my constituency and as
the fundamental prineiple of suecess along
the coast is regular steamship communication,
I naturally supported the proposal. If the
Government, however, offered a bonus or snb-
sidy, it would be better for some private com-
pany to take over the serviee and thus get
rid of this loss to the State. If that course
were pursued, the Government would have an
adequate service along the coast and would
not he faced with any liabilities at all. That
is the best way of doing this work. My only
reason for supporting the State steamers was
becanse the Government were determined to
go on the coast and assure me personally that
they would make the serviee a complete one.
If a private company were allowed to operate
on the coast with established schedules of
freights and fares, they would know exactly
where they stood. Naturally, a eompany
could not run along the eoast without being
able to proceed elsewhere. The trade along
the evast would not cnable them to carry on
profitably except with the aid of a bonus or
subsidy. The present position is not fair to
the people of the North. Cheap and regular
eommunication is essential for the people in
the northern pavt of the State. In these cir

eumstances it would be far better for the
Government to offer a bonus or snbsidy to a
steamship company to take over the servic:
and thus provide adequate facilities for th:
people of the North. I support the motion.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
debate adjourned.

- MOTION—GOVERNMEXT'S FINAN-
CTAL PROPOSALS.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[8.20]: T move—

That the Government be requested to re-
eonsider its finanecial proposals with a
view to (a) bringing the expenditure with-
in the ambit of the revenue, and (b) mak-
ing provision for the extinection of the de-
ficit within a reasonable time.

At the ontset T wish to assure the Minister
that I have not tabled this motion with any
dAesire to embarrass him or his Government
af a time when they are confronted with Aiffi-
enltics. My intention is rather to help. For
- vears past the finaneial proposals of Gowern-
nments have been brought before this Cham-
ber at the expiring hours of the session, and
members have not had an opportunity to dis-
cuss them or to wmake suggestions which
might prove helpful. To-day we have th
full proposals before us, and this motion will
afford us an early opportunity of diecussing
them and of relieving the pressure at the end
of the session, Earlier in the session I said
that our financial position was not as black
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a3 it was painted. By that I meant it was not
bevond redemption. 1 repeat that statement
now. We are faced with a deficit of, roughly,
£5,000,000, which has been accumulating at
the rate of £500,000 per annum. The esti-
mated deficit for this year is £571,000, and
as has been indicated by Mr. Holmes, is
largely due to the losses on the Wyndham
Meat Works and other Government concerns.
The position is, therefore, serious and must
be faced immediately. A sum of money put
out at interest at 5 per cent. doubles itself
in 14 years. A sum of money at present
interest rates being paid by the Governthent
will double itself in 10-1/3rd years. Thus a
child 10 years old lo-day will on reaching
manhood or womanhood, find itself respon-
sible for its share not of £5,000,000 but ot
£10,000,000 for whieh there will be absolutely
nothing to show. Not only, therefore, must
the leeway be stopped but provision must be
made to liquidate the £5,000,000 already

accomuviated. There nare several methods
by which this object may be achieved.
Firstly, we may inerease our popula-

tion and thereby spread the debt almost
to the point of extirguishment by increas-
ing our revenue, I take this to be im-
practicable in view of the competition of
America and Canada for the surplus popula-
tion of Europe, which is the omly souree on
which we ean draw for people. Secondly, we
may inerease our production so that the State
will receive larger revenues from taxation,
the railways, and other sources, and reduce
the indebtedness. This I hold to be some-
what remote, becanse cxisting taxation, both
direct and indireet, at the instanece ‘of the
State and Commonwealth is so heavy. Any
increase of taxation of course must neces-
sarily come out of the pockets of the traders
and of the people generally, and industry
must thereby be hampered and impeded and
employment diminished in consequence. For
these reasons increased taxation is nmot
a means which we should exploit at
present in  order to get rid of the
defleit. Jf we want people to come to
this country we must provide avenues of
work for them. Therefore, there remains
only one other method of meeting this defieit
and that is by reducing our expenditere to
within the ambit of our earnings—that is the
ordinary business method. How is this
to be donet How is sufficient money
to he saved that not only will the
£571,000, which is the amount of this
year’s defieit, be got rid of, but how
can we provide sinking fund for the £5,000,-
000, which has already accumulated? I pro-
pose to make a few suggestions. The
first is with regard to a matter which
has been diseuased this afterncon at the
instance of Sir Edward Wittenoom—that of
education. When I make a suggestion with
regard to education T feel that I shall be
rather crossing swords with my friend the
Minister for Edueation, I propose to show,
however, how a reduction in the expenditure
from the Education vote of £200,000 may be
made, The Royal Commission which recently
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sat to inquire into the working of the Educa-
tion department showed that there were at-
tending the State schools 48,471 children. Of
these, 12,587 were under the age of eight
years. Of these 1,094 were under the age of
six years. The percentage tables which are
given show that if we could take out all chil-
dren under eight years we could save some
£334,000 on the cost of eduvecation

The Minister for Education: What! Take
away a quarter of the children and save
three-yunarters of the expense!

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Certainly; that is
where the expenditure comea in, in the small
schools.

The Minister for Education: Absolute and
utter nonsense! You would not close one of
the small schools. They have other children
in them and you would mot save anything.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Perhaps the Minis-
ter will allow me fo proceed. I am not mak-
ing this statement without baving first of 2ll
looked into it myself and without having
made some inquiries about it. That is the
conclusion I came to from an analysis of the
pereentage tables in the report of the Royal
Commission, I myself was astounded at the
prospect. The Minister apparently was as-
tounded, too.

The Minister for Edueation. Astounded at
you making such & stupid statement.

The PRESIDENT: The hon. the Minister
must not allnde to a statement made by an-
other hon. member ag being stupid or utter
nonsense.

The Minister for Kdueation: I apologise
AMr. President. I myself was carried away
by thc statement.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Perhaps the Minister
will not persist in that statement latzr on.

Hon. Sir Edward Wittencom: He is as-
tounded too.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: S0 was T. When 1
worked that out, T rang up Mr, Pitchford
who was 2 member of the Royal Commission
on Education and T put the propoesition to
him. His reply was this—‘That if all the
children under eipht years were withdrawn,
the result would be that many above eight
would get no schooling as there would not
be emingh children of eight years and up-
wards in  many distriets to make up 2
school.’’ Tn the course of a further conver-
sation he said, ‘*That if ncarly all the chil-
dren under eight were exciuded from schools,
a saving of £250,000 might be made.’’ T am
going to take that figure. I put it to Mr,
Pitehforid quite clearly, If hon. members will
look at the report they will find that what
I have stated is somewhere near the mark,
that if we take away all the children under
eight, aml close up all the srhools, we shall
be able to save £250,000,

The Miniater for Education: And do away
with voamtry edueation altogether?

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Only so far as the
children under eight years of age are con-
cerned.

The Minister for Edueation: T'nless ex-
cluding theye children meant the closing of

. [COUNCIL.]

schools, it would not effect the saving, and
you would deprive all ¢hildren in the smaller
country centres of education. ‘

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: That does not appeal
to me as being a good argument. It may
be carried further, and it may be said that
if we take away all the children under six
years, we make some schools impossible.

The Minister for Education: That is not

80,

The PRESIDENT: 1 must ask the hon,
members not to eonduet a conversation.

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: That is the position
as I believe it to be. I1f we make the school
age cight years instead of six-—

Hon, ¢. W, Miles: To what age?

Ifen., A. LOVEKIN: To 14 years. Of
course we would have higher education after-
wards for those capable of acquiring it

Hon, A, J. H. Saw: Is that a sericus pro-
posalf

The PRESIDENT, Order!

Hon, A. LOVEKIN: 1f we make the
school age eight instead of six, taking the
figures from the report of the Commission,
we will save £330,000, but if we leave some
of the children below eight years of age to
make up & school we shall save £250,000.
That is to say, we shall close a number of
the schools where a majority of the children
are under eight, and save £250,000. My sug-
gestion is that we should devote £50,000 of
that amount of £250,000 towards higher edu-
¢ation.  Apart from whether it is a .good
thing or not to save this money it must be
a good thing in the interests of the children
themselves that they should not go to school
until they are eight or nine years of age
My father, who perhaps foolishly, aban-
donedl medicine for the chureh, held the
view that a boy should mnot go fo
school before he was nine years of age. A
child up to that peried should be per-
mitted to develop his physique. I have heard
bigh educationalists, men like Dean Farrar,
the present master of the Charter House and
others, say the same thing, that if you want
to make a boy brilliant you must keep him
away from school untilt he is nine years of
age, Some hon. member told me only the
other day that Mr, Wilson of the Perth High
Behool expressed a similar view., I belicve
the adviee to be sound. I am not one of these
who are opposed to education. I believe the
more education we can have, the better,

Hoen. 8ir Edward Wittenocom: In the right
direction.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes. I think also
there is great danger, in fact it would be
disastrens to any community to have an un-
educated and illiterate democracy. I agree
that there is an obligation on every State to
educate its people, but there is no obligation
cast upon a State to provide nurseries for
its children. When we are sending to school
ehildren who arc under cight vears of age,
we are doing little more than providing
nurseries, My view is that we should curtail
the edncation vote in the way that I have
suggested, and devote say £50,000 of the
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savings towards providing higher educafion
for those who are ¢apable of acquiring koow-
ledge. When a child reaches the age of 14
we shonld know whether it is capable, whether
it has the ability to aequire additional know-
ledge. If so, we should spend a little more
money on that child. The majority of child-
ren, it is regrettable to state, arec not cap-
able of aequiring a great amount of know-
ledge. Therefore, it would be waste of
meney to try to drive them into attempting
to add to the education that they possess.
I next proposc to make a suggestion in eon-
pection with the management of the railways
in the hope of reducing the State’s defieit.
Those of us who read the English newspapers
during last year will have noticed the re-
ports of the various railway companies.
Companies like the Great Western, the Lon-
don and North-Western, the Canadian
Pacifie, and the Canadian XNational, held
meetings, and the chairmen at those meet-
ings foretold a loss of revenue and pointed
out to their sharcholders, and to the Govern-
ment in the case of the National railways of
Canada, that they must keep down their ex-
penses to meet the inevitable fall in revemne.
One would think that thosc in charge of our
railways here would certainly keep them-
selves in touch with what was going on in
connection with the railway systems in other
parts of the world. TIf they had done so,
they would, I think, have taken time by the
forelock and decreased rather than increased
their expenditure. T have before me a state-
ment which was laid on the Table of the
House giving the comparative results of the
working of the Western Australian railways
during the past five years. I have taken a
few figures from the return, and they show
that notwithstanding the outlook forecasted
in Europe and Canada, the authorities in
charge here have taken no heed of what is
likely to happen. The figures show that last
year the nmumher of employees in our rail-
ways was 524 greater than the figures for the
previous year. The train mileage was in-
ereased by 066,667; they carricd 678,660
fewer passengers and 56,232 tons of goods
less than the previous year.

Hon. J. T. Holmes: And put on 524 more
nien.

Hon., E. H. Harris:
temporary hands.

Hon. A. LOVEEIN: I am faking the
average number of hands employed, and I
am quoting from the official report. Obvi-
ously with less traffic and with less goods to
earry, there shounld have been a lower train
mileage and fewer men employed. What
these 524 men rcost is not given here, but =0
far as I have been able to make the caleala-
tion—I have taken the award and the value
of the privileges set out in the award—it
works out at £153,000. I Qo not intend to
give a mass of detail in regard to the rail-
ways, but will deal with the subject broadly.
We should keep the expenditure on the sys-
tem within the earnings. If we are earning
less, we should spend less. 1 suggest there-

Many of these were
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fore that the railway estimates be cut down
at least by the amount represented by the
employment of the 524 additional hands.
The next item I deal with is charities. This
year’s Estimates show the cost of hospitals,
charities, and benevolent grants as amount-
ing to £196,686. Efforts are being made in
some quarters to provide for our hoaspitals
and charities by a special super income tax.
I Q0 not know whether those who are work-
ing in this direction have seriously con-
sidered what their proposition means. The
estimated yield from income tax this year
is £335,000, and the expenditure proposed on
charities is £196,686, Therefore a special
super tax for charities would have to be one
equal to 58 per cent. on the present income
taxation, No Treasurer could put such a
proposition forward. But we must try to
gel relief from this large sum of nearly
£200,000 spent uvpon charities. We are liv-
ing in abnormal times, We cannot be too
conservative in our methods of finance. We
must get on to new lires. To obtain relief
on this head, T suggest that we adopt meth-
ods which have been taken advantage of on
the Continent of Europe for many years
past. Brussels, Amiens, and guite 8 number
of very fine cities have been developed
through what is known as the preminm bond
scheme. We have practically the same thing
here in conncction with our Btarr-Bowkett
societies, and I suggest that we adopt the
principle in this State. Some short time age
I drew up a scheme for the Children’s Hos-
pital, I will read it, so that hon. members
may gather the exact import of it. It is
no gamble; it is not a lottery in the true

-sense of the term. A gamble is a transac-

tion where a person stakes his money upon
chance, and either loses his money or secures
& great advantage. Under the scheme I
advocate, no one ever loses his money. The
original investment is always intact, and is
always available for the investor. All that
is done is that instead of paying out a
shilling per year as interest on a pound
bond, the interest is pooled and divided in
more substantial sums by lot. The following
is the scheme I drew up for the Children’s
Hospital: —

Ansf.ralian Bond Cluhb.

The club is being formed for the pre-
vention of losses im sweep participations,
and with the object of raising funds to he
paid over to the Children’s Hoaspital, Perth,
for the purpeses of upkeep, maintenance,
and improvements thereof. The capital of
the club is divided into 500,000 shares of £1
each, and the proceeds thereof will be ap-
plied to the purchase of Australian (Fed-
eral and State) Government bonds enly,
which earry interest as near to 6 per cent.
as is possible, The interest received will he
appropriated as follows:—As te 50 per
cent. thereof to making provision for the
payment of bonuses to members; (b) as
to the remaining 50 per cent., less the ex-
penses, to the making of a grant to the Chil-
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dren’s Hospital, Perth. To avoid payment
of interest to members in small sums, the
amounts aceruing from interest payable on
the bonds purchpsed with membera’ capital
will be conselidated and divided in man-
ner hereinafter mentioned by way of eon-
solidated interest. As soon as is practieable
after each half-yearly receipt of interest
on the purchased bonds, n public drawing
will take place at which the consolidated
interest will be allocated by lot in terms
of the achedule hereinafter set forth. A
member may succeed in drawing ecnsoli-
dated interest at emch and every half-
yearly distribution. No promotion money in
any form will be paid, and the initial ex-
penses of inaugurating the club will be
borne by the Children’s Hospital, Perth,
whose objects in cndeavouring to launch
the club are to provide funds for the up-
keep of the hospital, and to minimise the
losses which are made by those whe cenjoy
the participation of risks and who now in-
vest in sweepstakes on horse racing and
other events. By joining the club a mem-
ber may, for on¢ entrance fee only, enjoy
the chance and possibly the realisation of
securing £2,000 every six months for all
time—a large sum every half ycar for an
unlimited period. At the end of 30 years
the promoters or their suecessors may eon-
gider the winding up of the club or the
continnance thereof. In the event of
winding up, the share capital of each
member will be returned less his pro-
portionate share of the liquidating costs,

Then follows a schedule of prizes. Seeing
that in onc year uno less than £330,000 went
from this State to Tattersall’s in Tasmania,
all of which sum, except perhaps the amount
of a prize or two, was lost, it is easy to re-
cognizge hew mueh the Government could, in
a few years, raise throughoyt Australia by
mezns of such a scheme as T have propounded,
a scheme under which every half-year, for all
time, there is a chanee of securing a snbstan-
tial prize in return for a single investment, be
it £1 or £100, and with the investment intaect.
If the Government wished to echange the pre-
sent domicile of the defieit, which domicile ia
London, by issuing premium honds on tho
lines T have indieated, there would be no
difficulty in doing so; and, besides, £150,000
would be available annually for rharities.
Another item T propose to speak on is ¢‘De-
partmental.’’  Hon. members will have ob-
served that year after year provision is made
on the Loan Estimates for administration and
salaries. Tn many instances the ‘loan salaries
are transferred to revenue aceocunt, and are
spent, but the works in respect of which these
salaries were granted frequently appear on the
next Loan Estimates as re.votes.  That is, al-
though the salary has been spent, the work
haa not been done. If hon. memhers will
take cut the figures, they will gee that with-
out any overhead or administration charges
the cost of carrving out works in this State
iz about nine per eccnt. That is altogether too
much. T see no reason why, if the Education
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Depgrtment want a school, they should not
go to a private architect, state their require-
ments, get plans and specifications drawn,
and have the work carried out at five per
cent., or 73 per cent. at most.

The Minister for Education: But we shall
not want any more schools for 20 years if we
eut out all the children below the age whick
you suggest; we shall then have schools to
burn,

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: In that case, we shall
be able to save the whole of the money in
question, instead of only a portion of it, as
I am suggesting. However, we ghall want
more schools for children between the ages ot
eight and fourteen &8s our population in-
creases; and then, instead of keeping a per-
manent staff, and paying them for work twice
over, the Education Department should, like
a private person, go to an architect and get
the work dome. At any rate, I suggest only
the moderate saving of £25,000. The next
point I desire to touch upon i3 econvmies gen-
erally. T shall be very conservative in this
matter, and will refer only to one or fwo
items of which I have personal knowledge.
A detention home for children was builf.
There was no necessity for that home. Only
yesterday it was admitted by the matron and
nurses that the objective of the home had
completely broken down. It had reached the
point where the nurses refused to go
hack if a certain unroly child were sent
there. The child complained of had found
no difficulty whatever in breaking out from
the institution, The contract for that build-
ing was £10,200. There is there a porch,
built on four 10 x 10 jarrah posts. As a
foundation for these posts bricks were pur-
chased from the State Brickworks at 2s. 6d.
and 5s. each,

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Five shillinga each!

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Yes, before they were
carted from the brickworks.

The Minister for Education: Are they gold
bricks?

Hon, A, LOVEKIN: They ought to be.

Hon. J. J. Holmes: Is there a kangaroo on
the bricks$

Hor, C. F. Baxter:
made bricka?

Hon. A, LOVEEIN: Yes, specially cut
bricks to put under the jarrah posts. Inside
the building, where verminous children are
frequently introduced, the lining is of match- .
board, while the roof itself is unlined. Al
that a child wishing to escape has to do is
to elimb up, force the tiles and walk out, as
the girl did last week.

Hon, A. SBanderson: Where i thiat

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: Next to the Norwood
State School. Over £2,000 was spent on the
building, in additions and furnishings
and extras. As 2 matter of fact, it
has now been discovered that more money
must be spent in lning the ceilings. The
building was creeted against all advice. Bo
there we have £12,000 out of the £25,000
which T snggest we could save by economies.
Again, i3 it any wonder that the trams do

Are they specially
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not pay? The distinguishing numbers which
have been added to the cars cost about £3,000!
There is a aumber of small things like that,
on which I propose to save £25,000 in econo-
mies, It can easily be done. I think some
saving might be made on the State Trading
Concerns. I have gone through all the bal-
ance sheeta. There is on the Table & return
giving the detailed estimates of revenue and
expenditure. Hon. members will see that in
a number of instances there is, following the
figures of the State Trading Concerns, an
explanatory footnote, ‘‘Estimated eontribu-
tion to revenue, nil.’’ Take the State Brick-
works, Here we have a deficiency of £2,321.
The State Implement Works, a surplus of
£4 616, But the footnote says °‘Contribu-
tions to revenue, nil.’’ Where is the £4,616
if there is to be no contribution to revenne?
Leaving out the amount written off the State
Implement Works, namely £120,000, it will
be found that if the works paid interest and
depreciation they would show, not a surplus
of £4,616, but a deficit of £7,000, On thy
same principle the State gquarries would show,
not & surplus but a loss of over £500.

The State Steamship Service showa =a
loss of £10,720, but those who have
followed the history of the ‘‘Kangaroo’’

know that that cam be nothing like the
actual loss. That ship has eost no end of
money in repairs, has come out in ballast,
and is due to take & picnic party to Singa}
pore. However, for my purpose I am accept-
ing the figures as they appear.

Hon. J. W. Hiekey: What is your pur-
poset

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: To reduce the csti-
mates, to bring expenditure within revenue.
I propose to show how those losses ean be
saved. The sawmills show a surplus of
£31,013. The balanee sheet shows only 4 per
cent, on the turnover. Seeing that they have
paid no royalties, no rents and no rates, it is
qiite obvious that the State would be
better off without them.

Hon. J. Ewing: Are you sure they do not
pay royalties?

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: It is not shown on the
balance sheet. It cannot be said that the
Btate Sawmills have been of any benefit to
the community, because it ia common know-
ledge that they have joined in the combine
with Millars and Whittakers and fixed the
price of timber. The trading concerns should
either be sold, leased or scrapped., The State
would be much better off without them.

Hon. J. W, Hickey. That is really the first
suggestion you have made.

Hop. A, LOVEKIN: I have madec other -

suggestions. I have suggested cutting down
the Education Vote. I have sugpested cer-
tain eeonomies, and now I suggest that we
ought to sell, lease or scrap the trading eon-
cerns. The admitted loss on the Wyndham
Meat Works for this year was £97,030, I
agree with Sir Edward Wittenoom that we
should get rid of that ineubus at any price,

Hon. C. F. Baxter: You cannot do anything
with it until it is completed.
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Hon. A, LOVEKIN: I understood it was
completed, but the Government propose to
spend another £100,000 upon it.

Hon, C. ¥. Baxter: Additional storage
must be provided.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: What is to be done
with the works when the additional storage
is provided? ]

Hon, Sir Edward Wittenoom: Let the new
proprietor add the storage.

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: Yes. He might do
it on a more economical plan than will the
Government. T have now pointed to savings of
£673,000, which I think is sufficient to clear
the deficit. That is a sum sufficient to clear
the deficit and leave about £100,000 towards
the redemption of the accummulated short-
ages. There will also be some measure of
saving in respect to the £34,000 which is
provided on the Estimates this year for the
payment of interest to the London, West-
minster and Parr’s Bank on our overdraft
in London. We have not only the Treasury
bills to think of anud the deficit, but we have
this large overdraft.

Hon. A, Sanderson:

Hon. A, LOVEKIN: It is bordering on
two millions of money. The Treasury bhills
it wiped out momentarily only. As soon as
we wiped out the overdraft we began teo
recreate it, and this month it will go up
again and once more in December. I have
only touched upon a few heads in order to
show that something could be dome in’ re-
gard to our deficit. I do not believe in
criticising the Government for having a
deficit unless I am prepared to offer some
suggestions for relieving the situation.
Whether these suggestions are good or bad,
it is for hon. membera to say. At any rate
they are suggestions of some kind whether
they have merit or otherwise. If hon. mem-
bers do not approve of this way of meeting
the deficit I hope they will substitute some
other method of improving the state of
finances. We must all agres that something
must be done. Whether membera agree with
my views or not is immaterial so long as
something is done to wipe out the defieit, I
have much pleasure in moving the motion
standing in 18y name.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
debate adjourned,

How muech is it?

BILL—BUILDING BSOQCIETIES ACT
AMENDMENT.

Recommittal. )

On motion by the Minister for Edueation,
Bill recommitted for the purpose of further
considering Clause 2.

Hon. J. Ewing in the Chair; the Minister
for Education in charge of the Bill.

Clanse 2—Amendment of Seefion 2:

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
have recommitted the Bill in order to make
an addition to the amendment proposed by
Mr., Nicholson. Mr. Nichoison moved that
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the words ‘‘such fees as may be pre-
seribed by the (Governor’' should be
struck out and ‘‘the same fees as for the
time being are payable on a transmission
under the Transfer of Land Ae¢t?’ should be
inserted in licu. That was agreed to. The
intention of the hon. member was to restrict
the fees. He was afraid they might be in
excess of those payable on a transmission
wnder the Transfer of Land Act. The real
effect of the amendment, however, is to do
exactly the opposite, amd make these trans-
missions very costly to the socicties. It
makes it obligatory on the registrar to charge
transmission fees to the amounnt of 10s per
instroment. I have uo objection to the words
suggested by Mr. Nicholson remaining in the
elause as the maximam, but they would en-
tirely defeat his object and be contrary to
the wishes of the building sovieties should
they lay down this as a fixed charge. I
move an amendment—

That the words ‘‘the same fees as for
the time being are payable on a transmis-
sion vnder the Transfer of Land Act'’ be
struck out and the words ‘‘and on payment
of such fees, if any, as may he preseribed
by the Governor, but not to excced such
fees as for the time being are payable on
trangmisgions wander the Transfer of Land
Act’’ be inserted in lieu.

There are many cases where the fees will not
be insisted wpon, and other eases where it is
not proposed to charge more than 2s. 6d. or
1

Hon. A. SBANDERSON: T regret that the
amendment docs not appear on the Notice
Paper. In the absence of Mr. Nicholson I
think the proper methed of deazling with the
matter is to put the amendment on the No-
tice Paper, and give hon. members a chance
of going into the question.

The MINISTER FOR EDUCATION: I
had no opportunity of placing the amend-
ment on the Notice Paper. The Bill appears
before us this evening in the third-reading
stage, and the only course I could adopt was
to recommit it. I am prepared to allow the
matter to stand over and to teport progress.

Progress reported.

BILL—TINSPECTTON OF MA(CHINERY.
Second Reading.

Debate resumed from 29th September.

Hon, R. G. ARDAGIH (North-East) [9.27]:
T have listened with interest to the debate
on the Rill, The framers of the measure are
evidently anxious to make better provision
for the inapeetion of machinery and boilers,
and for protecting the Jives of those engaged
in eonncction with them. 'The nature of the
Bill is such as to require the most careful
congideration of members. T have had ex-
perience as an engine-driver, and wish to
refer to certain clauses appearing in the
Bill. My first reference will be to Clause 6,
Sobelause 3, which deals with the gquestion

{COUNCIL.]

of applications for the position of inspector
of machinery. 1 should like to kmow if the
subelause ‘Yefers to applicants having a
knowledge of electrical power as well as
possessing ordinary engineering experience.
At the present time th> use of electrieal
power is inercasing, but the clause does not
provide that am applicant shall have a full
kapwledge of electrical power and machinery
in addidtion. Clause 13, Sulilause 4, is not
to my mind as it should be. It provides that
no young persen under 16 years of age shalk
he allowed tg be in charge of zuy passenger
lift. [ underatand that theve are some lifts
in operation which are not attended at all. 1
vannot see any provision in the Bill to cover
such lifts. A lad of 12 or 14 years of age
wmay cnter a lift and press the button with
the result that he operates the lift to aseend
and descend, as the case may be. There is no
provision to prevent such a lad operating the
lift but merely one to the effeet that a lad
under the age of 16 years must not bz em-
ployed in working z lift. Clause 16, Sub-
clause 3, provides that all machinery shall be
inspected at least onee a year, oxeept lifts
which shall be inspected at least twice a
yvear. It also provides that all machinery
driven otherwise than by a steam engine shall,
for the purpose of inspection and the grant.
ing of certificates, be divided into groups,
cach group to congist of one motor as defined
and the machinery driven by such motor.
When the Minister is replying, T would like
to know whether the fee is to be charged for
cach group or for each motor, because there
is a great distinetion between the two. Clauses
36 and 37 provide for the payment of fees
for the inspection of boilers and machinery
and show how the fees are to be determined.
Exeception has been taken regarding these
clauses and the manner in whieh the fees are
collected by inspectors. For instance, re-
cently a letter was sent to me by a primary
produeer who complained of the manner in
which a certain inspector had approached
him. He complained that the inspector went
ahout hiz business in a very abrupt manner.
The inspector went to his premises and did
not make himself known, He simply said he
wanted to see the machinery. The ecomplain-
ant in this ease js a young Englishman who
came out to Western Austraia on account ot
the glowing reports of the country. Te
brought some hundreds of pounds imte the
State and was evidently a desirable persen
cither to settle on the land or to engage in one
or other of the forms of production. He is
the owner of n dairy, known as the Lion-
burst dairy, on the Wannoroo-road, at Os-
borne Park. He referred his complaint to me
ahout 18 months age and 1 hrought it under
the notice of the Minister. Tn a letter to me
he said—

Seeing that the Machinery Bill is now
before Parliament I hope vou will think
of the aection of the machinery inspector,
which T brought under vour wotice some
18 months ago, and his contemptible
method of earrying ont his duties. I hope
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you will use your best efforts to remedy
sueh an imposition as the 53. tax on prim-
ary producers who are battling for an ex-
istence under difficulties and then are called
upon to pay for motor cars to carry dom-
ineering officials.
He goes on to explain how he eame to West-
ern Awustralia and his objection to the un-
gentlemanly way in whieh the inspeetor acted.
He further states—
This year a sensible man ecalled and I
gave him the 5s. the law extorts and T got
an official reecipt. They will forward the
certificate when T have settled up for back
years.
That affords evidence that he did wvof settle
up in previous years owing to the manner in
which the inspector approached him, The
Government on the one hand invite people
to settle on the land and when they arn
settled, the Government further settle them
by making them pay for many ingpectors,
and generally they harrass the primary pro-
duger, Clause 54 deals with the granting ot
certificates and the powers of the board ot
examipers, while under Clause 52 protection is
afforded to the holders of existing certifi-
cates. The provisions, however, mean that an
engine-driver who holda a ecertificate, dated
prior to 1895, will not be eligible under the
Bill to drive machinery. This will work a
hardship on many engine drivers, becavsg
they possess certificates dated prior to thaf
year and will now find themselves
debarred  fFrom  driving  ecrtain  engines
in Western Australin, That is  distinetly
unfair. As an engine-Ariver holding certifi-
eates from Queensland, Victoria, and Western
Australia. dated prior to 1895, I am capable
of driving these engines and it will be um-
just to many men in this State to legislate
in the direetion T have indieated. No doubt
the framers of the Bill had in mind that men
in receipt of rertificates prior to that date
were presamably ineapable of ecarrying ount
their duties at the present time. At the
same time, the operations of sueh a provision
will work considerable hardship. In Com-
mittee T wilt have something further to say
in connmection »ith this matter but I do not
intend to take up any further time except
to say that the Bill is one worthy of consid-
eration. With many of the amendments
placed on the Notice Paper by Mr. Lynn T
am in accord, T understand that the Chief
Inspector of Machinery also agrees with
many of them, and in these circumstances T
do not think many difficulties will arise,
On motion by the Minister for Edueation,
drbate adjourned.

BILLS (6)—FIRST READING.

1. Criminal Code Amendment.

2. Northam Municipal Iee Works.

3. Permanent Reserve (Point Walter). .
4, Gold Buyers.

“ pam., and read prayers.

3. Wheat Marketing.
6. Land Tax and Income Tax.
Received from Assembly.

BILLS (2)—RETURNED,
. Fremantle Lands.
. Official Trustee.
Without amendment.

b =

RESOLUTION—FEDERATION
THE STATE.

Message reeeived from the Assembly noti-
fying that the Hon. P. Collier, Hon, W. C.
Angwin, Mr. Money, Mr. Underwood, and
Mr. Angelo lad been appointed es members
of the Joint Secleet Committee to inquire
into the relations between the Commonwealth
and the State.

On motion by the Minister for Education,
tesolved: ‘“That the Legisiative Comeil ac-
quaints the Legislative Assembly that it
names 2.30 p.m. en Thursday, the 13th inst.,
as the time, and the committes room of the
Legislative Counecil as the place, for the first
meeting of the committee referred to in the
message.’?

AND

House adjourned at 9.40 pm,

Aegislative EHssembly,

Tuesday, 11th October, 1921,
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30

QUESTIONS (2)—EDUCATICN, STATE
SCHOOL PIANOS.

In Metropolitan Area.

Mr, A, THOMSON asked the Premier: 1,
How many pianos are there in State schools
in the metropolitan area? 2, How many

of these piamos have been supplied by the



